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An APPENDIX, containin ng ſome Rules of 
Direction to be obſerv'd for the better Re- 
ceiving of Confirmation, and for the pre- 
ſerving and increaſing the Holy Ghoſt in the 

; Confirmed Perſons ; with. a ſhort Deſcrip- 
tion of the Nature, Operations, Gifts, and 
Fruits of the Spirit, and . ſuitable co 
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. Srmation. 


Church of England about Con- 


T the End of the Publick Baptiſm of In- 
ſants, this Admonition is ordered to be 
given to the Godfathers and Godmothers, viz. 
Ne are to take Care, that this Child be 
bzought to the Biſhop: to be Confirmed 
bp him, &c. 


The Firſt Rubrick at the End of the Office | 


for Baptiſm of thoſe of Riper Years. At is 
expedient, that everp Perſon, thus Bap- 
tized, ſhould be confirm d by the Biſhop, 
fo ſoon after his Baptiſm as convent- 
ently map be, that fo he map be admitted 
to the Holp Communion. 


The Title of the Church-Catechiſm is this. 


A Catechiſm, Thar is to ſay, An Inſtruc⸗ 
tion to be Learn d of everp Perſon befoze 
he be bzought to be Confirm'd by the 
Biſhop. Hh? | 


The Third Rubfick after the Catechiſm runs 


thus. So ſoon as Children are come to a 
Competent Age, and can ſap, in their 
Mother⸗Congne, the Creed, the. Lozd's 
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Laws and Directions, &c. 


Pꝛaper, and the Ten Commandments; 
and alſo can anſwer to the other Quet⸗ 
tions of this ſhozt Catechiſm, thep fhall 
be bzought to the Biſhop, and everp one 
ſhall have a Godfather oz a Godmother, 
as a Witneſs of their Confirmation, See 
the next Rubrick. 1 


The Rubrick at the End of the Office for 
Confirmation directeth in theſe Words. And 
there ſhall none be admitted to the Holp 
Communion until fuch Time as he be 
Confirmed, or readp and deſireus to be 
Confrmed. Ste the Rubrick at the End of 
the Office for Matrimony, and by comparing 
that with this, you will find, that none are 
Married Regularly according to the Mind of 
the Church, who. are not firſt Confirmed, or 
ready and deſirous to be Confirmed. . . 


Caxon LX. Confirmation 10 Be performed Once 
Ks in Three Tears, | 


Ozaſmuch as it hath been a ſolemn, 
ancient, and laudable Cuſtom in the 
Church of Sod, continued from the A⸗ 
oftles Times, that all Biſhops. ſhould 
ap their Hands upon Childzen bapttzed 
and inſtructed in the Catechiſm ok 
Chriſtian Religion, pzaping over them 

and bleſſing them, which we common! 
call Confirmation, and that this holp 
Action hath been accuſtomed in the 
Church in fozmer Ages, to be perfozm d 
a 2 In 


Laws and Directions, &c. 

in the Biſhop's Viſttation every third 
Rear: We mill and appoint, that every 
Bikhop oz his Suffragan, in his accuſ- 
tomed Diſitation, do, in his own Per- 
ſon; carekullp obſerve the ſaid Cuſtom. 

And if in that Year, by reaſon of ſome 
' Jnfirmitp, he be not able perſonally to 
Viſit, then he ſhall not omit the Execu⸗ 
tion of that Outp of Confirmation the 
next Bear alter, as he map convenientlp. 


LXI. Miniſters to prepare Children for Con- 
=o flirmation. 


1 Very Binifter that has Cure 


| 


L/ Charge of Souls, foz the better ac- 4 


tompliſhing of the Ozders pzeſcribed in 
the Book ok Common Pzaper toncerning 
Confirmation, ſhall take eſpecial Care, 
ag that none ſhall be p;eſented to the Bi- 
ſhop, foz him to lap Hig Hands upon, but 
ſuch as can render an Account of their 
Faith, accozding to the Catechiſm in 
the ſaid Book contained. And when the 
Baifhop fhall aſſign anp Time for the 
Per fozmance of that Part of his Duty, 
everp ſuch Miniſter ſhall uſe His beſt En- 
deavour to pzepare and make able, and 
likewile to pzocure as manp as he can to 
be then bought, and by the Biſhop to be 
Confirmed. | 3 
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Acts viii. Ver. 14, 1 5 16, 17. 


Now when the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſa- 
lem, beard that Samaria had received the Word 
of God, they ſent unto them Peter and Fobn. 

Who when they were come down, prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. 

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them ; only 
they were baptized in the Name of the Lord 

Velos 

Then laid they their Hands on them, and they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt. 


Is moſt clearly deliver'd in God's Word, 

== that the Gifts and Graces, which are ne- 
ceſſary to fit us for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, are to be derived from the Holy 
Ghoſt ; Nay, the continu'd and efficacious 
Preſence and Influences of that Bleſſed Spirit, are as 
requiſite towards our leading a truly Holy and Spiritual 
Life, -as the Preſence of the Living Soul is unto the 


Body, in order to our living the Life of Nature. 


And all Parties, profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, 


are now pretty well agreed about this great Truth in 


the General. 
And 'twas upon a ſtrong Apprehenſion of it, that 


many of late Years have made more than ordinary 


Pretenſions to the Gifts and Endowments of the Holy 


Ghoſt, which Chriſt purchaſed for us, and ſo often 
promiſed to pour out upon the Members of his Church. 

But we have good Reaſons to believe, that the 
higheſt Pretenders to this Spirit, have not had the beſt 


and cleareſt Title to it ; and- that not only becauſe 
| thr avowed Factious and Schiſmatical Practices did 
avO 


ur much more of the Works of the Fleſh, * 
0 


62) 
the Fruit of the Spirit; but alſo, becauſe the chiefeſt 
of theſe Pretenders have been profeſſed Undervaluers 
and Deſpiſers of thoſe very Means and Methods, 
which God and his Church have eſpecially preſcribed 
to them, for the giving and receiving the various Giſts 
of this glorious Spirit. For, as in all Arts and Sci- 
ences, they cannot in reaſon be look'd upon to be the 
moſt ſound and expert Profeſſors, who have leaſt uſed 
the proper Means of attaining that Knowledge they 
pretend to; ſo it ought to be a ſtanding Rule in Divi- 
nity, that they ought not to be thought to have the 
_ greateſt Share in the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt of any 
Kind, who have made the leaft Uſe of the true, pro- 
per, and moſt approved Means for the attaining of 
them. 

And the real Truth is, we have lived in Time 
wherein ſome of the very chiefeſt Ordinances for con- 
=. rot gaining the ' 2s of God's Holy Spirit 
have been much miſunderſtood, undervalued, and 
neglected by all Sorts of Chriſtian Profeſſors, to their 
don great Loſs and Damage, no doubt, and to the 

common Decay of the Life of true Religion amongſt 
us. 

And I very much fear, that even Baptiſmal Grace 
itſelf often dwindleth away, decays, and comes to no- 
thing, meerly for want of adding duly the further 
ſtrengthning Gift of Confirmation to it; and both 
theſe Gifts are loſt for not frequently renewing, re- 
viving, and encreaſing of them, by the freſh Supplies 
of the Spirit, which are offer'd to us in the Lord's- 
Supper. | 

But moſt certain it is, that no one Means of Grace 
is ſo worn out of Knowledge, and has been ſo much 
miſtaken and lighted of late Years, as that which is 
clearly recommended to us in the Words of the Text, 
and, which is here manifeſtly diſtinguiſh'd from that of 
Baptiſm, and hath conſtantly been adminiſtred by a 
Hand, differing from that which is the moſt uſual In- 
ſtrument of. conferring Baptiſmal Grace upon us; or 
= Het elſe 
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elſe it had not been faid, as here we find it in the 
Words before us, That when the Apoſtles which were 
at Jeruſalem, heard that Samaria had received the Mord 
of God, they ſent. unta them Peter and John; who when 
they were come down, prayed for them, that they ' might 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, (for as yet be was. fallen upon 
none of them; only they were baptized in the Name © 
the Lord Jeſus.) Then laid they their Hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghoſt. ; 

From which Paſſage of Holy Scripture, I ſhall un- 
dertake to Treat of theſe following Matters. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſet forth and prove the Doc- 
trines of the Text, relating to the Holy and Beneficial 
Ordinance of Confirmation, or of giving and receiv- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, by Prayer, and the — of 


the Biſhop's Hands; and then anſwer an Objection or 
two. . : 


II. I ſhall declare what is the true Intent of our 
Church in her Uſe of this Holy Right, and in her re- 
commending it ſo carefully to all her Children. 


II. I ſhall ſhew the bleſſed Advantages that might 
accrue to this Church and the Members of it, by re- 


viving the conſtant, due and regular Uſe of this Holy 
and Apoſtolical Inſtitution. 


IV. And Laſtly, Tſhall hint, in ſhort, what is the 
Duty of thoſe, who preſent themſelves to the Church 


for the receiving this Confirming Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. | | 


And now for the ſetting forth the Doctrines of the 
Text. In the fr Place, Tis clear that from thence 


theſe Things following may be gathered, which are 
greatly to our Purpoſe. | 


I. That there is another Gift of the Spirit given by 
Chriſt, and to be received by Chriſtians, beſides that 


which 
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14 
which was given them at their Baptiſm ; or elſe why 
were Peter and John here ſent down to Samaria by 
the College of the Apoſtles for the Conferring of it ? 
Or elſe what is the Meaning of thoſe Words at the 
16th Ver. Only they were baptized in the Name of the 


Lord . | * 

2. We may thence gather what Perſons they are 
who are qualified for the receiving this Gift, viz. 
only Believers and Baptized Perſons; for *twas upon the 
Apoſtles bearing that the City of Samaria had received 
the Goſpel, and were Baptized, that they ſent Peter 
and John to Confirm them. 
| 3. We may learn from the Words of the Text, 

1 | How the Gift of Confirmation, or that Grace of the 

| Spirit given by it, is to be Conferr'd, and by whom 

tis to be done; for we here read, they were Apoſtles 

| only who did it, and that *ftwas dane by Prayer, and 
| the laying on of their Hands. 

; And as theſe Matters ar Foray g ns are clearly 
to be deduced from the very Words of the Text, ſo 
we may naturally, in the 4th Place, from thence take 
Occaſion to enquire, What this Gift of the Spirit is, 
and to what Purpoſes it is given ; for we are here told 
only in the general, That upon the Apoſtles praying 
and laying of their hands on thoſe Baptized Believers at 
Samaria, they received the Holy Ghoſt, Ver. 17. 

Of theſe Four Things I will Treat in their Order, 
for the acquitting myſelf of the Firſt Part of my 
preſent Undertaking. | 
And firſt I ſhall examine, Whether there be not 
another Gift of the Spirit which Chriſt promiſed to be- 
ſtow, and Chriſtians may receive, beſides that which 
was given them in their Baptiſm. 820 
ITis manifeſt, the Holy Ghoſt, with all his Gifts 
and Graces, was moſt eminently and remarkably ty- 
pified under the Law by the holy Oyl, and the anoint- 
ing with it, of which we ſo often read in the Books 
of Moeſes, and with which the Kings, High-Prieſts, 
and Prophets, amongſt God's People, were to be 
anointed, 
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anointed, as being great Types of Chriſt, and of the 
moſt eminent Members of his Church; and indeed, 7 
ſano ſenſu, of all good Chriſtians Who have received 
the holy Spirit, and are thereby made Kings and Prie/ts 
unto God, Rev. i. 6. and 1 Pet. ii. 8. : 

And Oyl is the moſt lively Emblem of the Holy 
Ghoſt of any inanimate Thing in Nature, on the Ac- 


count of the piercing, ſearching, purifying, ſoftning, 


healing, quickning, beautifying, chearing, ſtrength- 
ning and preſerving Qualities that are in it, and the 
many other ſuch like excellent Properties which belong 
unto it; therefore we meet with frequent Alluſions to 
it, and to the Anointing with it both in the Old and 


New Teſtament, for ſetting forth the Nature, Gifts and 


Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt. The Places are too 
many, and too obvious to be named, 


And hence it has co ne to paſs, that this Gift of the” 


Spirit I am treating of, is deſcribed in the Writings 
of the ancient Fathers, by Words that ſignify or 
have Relation to Oyl and Anointing, ſuch as pvp:v, 
yetoue, ine, Sc. amongſt the Greet, and Oleum, 


UnQio, & Unguentum, &c. among the Latin Fathers 


and Councils; and this Obſervation is abſolutely ne- 
cellary to the underſtanding the Teſtimonies of the 
Primitive Church concerning this Matter. fe 

And as the giving the Spirit to Chriſt and his 
Church was typiſied in the Law, fo was it foretold by 
the Prophets; the chief Places are thefe, viz. Iſa. ix. 


ver. 2. where ſpeaking of Chriſt, who was to ſpring- 


out of the Root of eſſe, the Prophet ſaith, *7he Spirit 


of the Lord. ſpall reſt upon him, the Spirit of dam 


ard Underſtanding, the Spirit of Cnunſel and Might, the 
Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the: Lord. 
Arid *twas becauſe from Chriſt's Fulneſs of theſe glo- 
rious Gifts of the Spirit, the Members of his Church 
were to receive their ſeveral Meaſures, that theſe 
Words are grafted by our Church into her Office of 
Confirmation, „ „ 


B. And 
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And that Place in the 61ſt of Ia. ver. I. &c. is 
alſo to this Purpoſe, where Chriſt himſelf cries out, 
faying, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe 
he hath anointed me to preach good Tidings unto the Meek, 
Sc. This Paſſage is quoted by Chriſt himſelf, and ap- 
plied to himſelf when he Ws his Miniſtry, 


Lutte iv. 18. And being full of the Haly Ghaſt, ver. 1. 


of that Chapter; and *twas ſoon after his own Bap- 


tiſm and ſolemn Confirmation by the Spirit, of which 


you read in the Chapter foregoing, ver. 21, 22. 

And Ja. xliv. ver. 3. we have a moſt clear Promiſe 
of the Spirit unto the Church, and no doubt with a 
ſpecial Reſpect to this fo remarkable a Rite of Confer- 
ring of it; and there it is ſaid, I will pour Water upon 
him that ts thirſty, and Floods upon the dry Ground : I 
will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon 
thine Off-ſpring.. See alfo Pſ. xlvi. 4. and that fa- 
mous Place of the Prophet Joel, chap. ii. ver. 28, 29. 
fo much miſapplied by the 2uakers in our Days, is ex- 
preſly applied, by St. Peter, to the firſt great and ſo- 
lemn Confirmation of the Church at Pentecoff, Acts ii. 
ver. 16, 17, 18. I will not repeat the Words in ei- 
ther Place for Brevity ſake, but leave the Reader to 
compare them. | 
The firſt viſible Exemplification of this giving of 
the Spirit we have in Chriſt himſelf, who was the great 
Exemplar to his Church. And of him we read thus, 
Matth. iii. 16. And Jeſus, when he was baptized, went 
up ftraightway out of the Water, and lo the Heavens 


Were opened unto him, and be ſaw the Spirit of God de- 


ſcending like a Dove, and lighting upon him, This 
Heavenly Oyl of Gladnefs firſt fell on our great Bigh- 
Prieſt, as the Oyl upon Aaron's Head, before it de- 
ſcended from him on the Members of his Church, 
and went down. to the Skirts of his Garment. Here 
it was that God the Father ſealed his Son Jeſus, 
{which is another moſt common Word to denote the 
giving of the Spirit) and. diftinguiſh'd him from all 
other Perſons, and ſolemnly declared him, by a 5 
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from Heaven, to be his beloved Son in whom he 1s well 
pleaſed, and conſequently the fitteſt. Perſon to be the 
only Saviour of the World. | 

And this coming of the Spirit upon Chriſt imme- 
diately after his Baptiſm, the Ancient Fathers look'd 
upon to be his Confirmation by the Spirit, and the 
Pattern of it to his Church; and the rather, as being 
done juſt before he was led up into the Wilderneſs to 
be tempted of the Devil, of which we read in the 
next Chapter, | 

And they have conſtantly taught, that according to 
this Pattern of their bleſſed Lord, all baptized Chriſ- 
tians are to be ſtrengthned by the Gift of the Spirit 
that is given after Baptiſm, before they can go forth in 
their full Strength to combate with the Devil and all 
thoſe Spiritual Enemies they promiſed to fight againſt, 
22 they were baptized, and liſted Soldiers of 
Chriſt. 

Tis this Gift of the Spirit to Believers which Chriſt 
promiſed, Jobn vii. ver. 38. where he ſaith, He that * 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his 
Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water; and in the next 
Verſe tis added, But this ſpake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him ſhould receive, for the Holy Ghoſt 
was not yet, (1, e. this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was not 
yet) becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified, Where St. 

ohn the Evangeliſt remarks, That this Gift of the 

Spirit which is given in Confirmation, was not be- 
ſtowed on any of Chriſt's Followers till after his 
Death, and Aſcenſion up into Glory, according to that 
of the Pfalmiſt, Pſal. Ixviii. 18. Vere ſpeaking Pro- 
phetically of Chriſt's Triumphant Aſcent into Heaven, 

and his receiving this moſt glorious Gift of the Holy 

Ghoſt, to beſtow on the Members of his Church, he 

faith, Thou art gone up an high, thou baſt led Captivity 

Captive, and received Gifts: for Men, yea even for thine 

Enemies, that the Lord God might dwell among them. 

Where by the Lord God dwelling among them is un- 

doubtedly meant God. the Holy G . 

riſt's 


(8) 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion, was ſent down to dwell in the 
Hearts of faithful and penitent Men, many of which 
had been open Enemies to God through their wicked 
Works, and greatly rebellious againſt him. And St. 
Paul quotes this Place of che Pſalmiſt, and applies it 
to Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, and to his giving 
from thence his Spiritual Giſts unto Men; but he 
ſeems to intimate alſo, that theſe Spiritual Gifts were 
given with the Apoſtles and chief Miniſters of the 
Church, and that they were to be lodged, as it were, 
in their Hands, as being Chriſt's ſpecial Inſtruments 
intruſted to miniſter them orderly and in due Seaſon, 
for the Spiritual building up and perfecting the Mem- 
bers of his Church: See the Place at large, Epheſ. iv. 
from ver. 7. to the 14th. And St. Peter teacheth moſt 
expreſly, that the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was receiv'd 
upon briſt's Aſcenſion and Exaltation, AZs ii. 33. 
ſaying, Therefore, being by the Right Hand of God ex- 
ale, and having received of the Father the Promiſe of 
the Hoh Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye noto 
fee and hear. And this is exactly agreeable with St. 
John's Obſervation upon our Lord's Words before- 
mention'd, John vii. From all which it appears, *twas 
another Gift of the Spirit, different from that given in 
Baptiſm, that Chriſt promiſed to beſtow on the Mem- 
bers of the Church after his Aſcenſion into Heaven; 
and you ſee tis promiſed not to the Apoſtles only, or 
to ſome peculiar Perſons, but in general to them that 
believe on him. And St. Peter confidently promiſeth 
this Gift of the Spirit to all his Hearers if they did re- 
pent, and would be baptized into the Chriſtian Faith 
for the Remiſſion of their Sins, Aces ii. ver. 38. Then 


Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and be. — 2 every one of 


you in the Name of Fejus Cori for the Remi ſſiun o 
Sins, and ye ſhall 5, the Gift of the Holy Ghoj#. 
And in the next Verſe he a 42 Promiſe of this 
Gift of the Spirit to be Univerſal and common to all 
that ſhould. be called and admitted into the Church, 
ſaying, For the Promiſe is unto you, and to your Chil: 

dren, 
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dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the- 
. Lord our God ſball call. 


And tho' the Apoſtles themſelves had been Baptized 
and Ordained before the Aſcenſion of their Lord into 
Heaven, and therefore had - received the Holy Ghoſt 
to ſome Purpoſes, as to liſt them Chriſt's Diſciples, to 
waſh away their Sins, to authorize them for their Mi- 
niſtry, c. John xx. 22. yet they did not receive 
this Confirming Gift of the Holy Ghoſt till Pentecaſt; 
but Chriſt bids them. wait for it, in thoſe Words wa 
read Luke xxiv. 49. where he ſaid unto them, juſt 
before his laſt parting with them; and behold I ſend the 
Promiſe of my Father upon you, but tarry ye in the City 
of Feruſalem,” till ye be endued with Power from on high. 
Chriſt had alſo promiſed them and his Church this 
Comforting, Strengthning, and 'Truth-teaching Spirit 
ſeveral times in his large Piſcourſes before his Paſſion, 
John xiv. 16. and chap. xv. 26. and chap. xvi. 1 
Sc. And we read fully how this Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent down upon them in a wonderful Man- 
ner, As ii. when there appeared unto them Cloven 
Tongues, like as of Fire, and it fat upon each of them, 
ver. 3. | 

Now the Fathers of the Church do generally teach, 
that this was the Confirmation of the Apoſtles ; and 
there is indeed no doubt-to be made of it, but fo it was. 

But *twill be ſaid, that of Chriſt himſelf, and this 
of his Apoſtles were extraordinary Confirmations, and 


they were extraordinary Perſons that received them, 


therefore cannot in all Reſpects be Patterns to us; to 
which 'tis anſwer' d, we do not take them to be ſo; but 
what was done at firſt in an extraordinary Way for ma- 
ny peculiar Reaſons, may point out what ought to be 
done afterwards in an ordinary Manner, as tis plain 
in many Inftances beſides this; and 'tis certain the 
Apoſtles themſelves thus underſtood it ; and hence it 
came to paſs that we have in the Text a moſt re- 
markable Inſtance of an ordinary Confirmation, where 
great Multitudes of common Delievers of all Soits 
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(10) 
were Confirmed, as far as we can judge by the Words 
of St. Luke, for he expreſſeth it, as if the greateſt Part * 
of the City of Samaria had received this Gift of the 
55 5 by the Hands and Prayers of St. Peter and 

t. ohn. | 
fot tis ſuppoſed by ſome, that we have another 
Inſtance for the eftabliſhing this holy Rite of Confir- 
mation, Acts xiv. 21, 22. where tis ſaid of Paul and 


Barnabas, that when they had preached the Gofpel to that 
City, (viz. Derbe] and had taught many, they returned 


again to Lyſtra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, confirming 
the Souls of the e e and exhorting them to continue 
in the Faith, and that we muſt through much Tribulation 
enter into the Kingdom of Gol. Where the Word 
( Enn iC or) may very well ſignify the Confirming 
am ſpeaking of, and the Circumſtances of the Place, 
and Expreſſions here uſed, viz. Exhorting them to 
continue in the Faith, and their telling them of the Tri- 
bulations they were like to meet with in their Chriſtian 
Warfare, are very agreeable to the Deſign of this Or- 
dinance; the ſame Word is uſed, and the ſame Thing 
may be meant alſo, As xviii, 23. 
But *tis certain we have a clear Inſtance of this holy 


Rite in the next Chapter, As xix. 1, 2, 3, 4, &c. 


where we read St. Paul aſks certain Diſciples which he 
had found at Epheſus this Queſtion, viz. Have ye re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoft fince ye believed? which is as if he 
had aſked them, whether they had ever been Confirm- 
ed; and they ſaid unto him, we have not fo much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghoft. And he ſaid unto them, 
unto what then were ye baptized? and they ſaid, unto 
John's Baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, John verily baptized 
ith the Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying unto the People, 
That they ſhould believe on him which ſhould come after 
him, that is on Chriſt I When they heard this, 
they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſs And 
whe Paul had laid his Hands on them, the Holy Gho/? 
came on them, and they ſpake with Tongues, and prophe- 
fied, Which is a clear and remarkable Inſtance to our 


Purpoſe ; 
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Eſtabliſhing or 


(AT) 


Purpoſe ; for hence we may plainly perceive, that nei- 


ther John's Baptiſm, nor Chriſt's Baptiſm added to it, 


made a compleat Chriſtian without Confirmation, or 


without receiving this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, And 


hence we may gather, twas a uſual cy for the. 


Apoſtle to enquire whether Perſons had been 
ed, ſince they believed and were baptized. 

Tis alſo further to be obſerved, that the Apoſtle St. 
Paul puts the Chriſtians in Remembrance of this Gift 


onfirm- 


of the Holy Ghoſt, which they received at their Con- 


firmation, and that in ſeveral Places of his Epiſtles. 
Thus, Eph. i. 13. ſpeaking of Chriſt, he ſaith, in whom 


alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with the Holy" 


Spirit of Promiſe ; meaning they were marked up, and 
appropriated to God, and to his peculiar Service and 


Bleſſings, when they received that ſtrengthning and 


preſerving Gift of the Spirit at their Confirmation, 


which Chriſt had ſo often and fo ſolemnly promiſed to 
his Apoſtles, and all true Believers; and therefore is 


here ſtiled by the Apoſtle, the Holy Spirit of Promiſe ; 
and as *twas the ſure Seal and Conveyance of God's 
Grace and Favour to them for the preſent, ſo the A- 
poſtle makes it to be the Pledge and Earneſt of their 
Salvation in Time to come; ſaying, in the next Verſe, 


which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, And again, 


Chap. iv. 30. and grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption, 

And 2 Cor. i. 21, 22. Noto he which flabliſheth us 
with you in Chriſt, and hath anointed us, is God; wha 


bath alſo ſealed us, and given the Earngft of the Spirit 


in our Hearts, Which Expreſſions of the Apoſtle are 
exactly agreeable to what you heard before, 

And *tis from thoſe Scripture Expreſſions here uſed 
altogether by the Apoſtle, that the ancient Chriſtian 


Writers have moſt frequently expreſſed this Rite of 


Confirmation by the Terms of Sealing, Anointing, 
Confirming, as well as by laying on of 

Hands ; which ſufficiently teacheth us, that *twas their 
ſettled Opinion, that. this ſacred Ordinance was the 
? 1 proper 


was. 4 
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(12) ; 
proper Means of conferring the Earneſt of the Spirit 
upon us. And 'tis not to be omitted, that the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews reckons it up amongſt the firſt and 


- - chiefeſt Principles of the Chriftian Religion, - Heb. vi. 


12. ſaying, Therefore leaving the Principles of the Doc- 


trine of | Chrift, let us go on unto Perfection, not laying 


again the Faundation of Repentance from dead Works, 
and of Faith towards God, of the Doctrine of Baptiſmr, 


and of laying. on of Flands, and of the Reſurreftion of 
the Dead, and of Eternal Fudgment. Where by laying 
on of Hands is meant Confirmation, according to the 
Opinion of the beſt Divines, both Ancient and Mo- 
dern; and as might be proved by many Arguments; 


but I ſhall content myſelf with two Obſervations on 
this Paſſage : The firſt is, that the Apoſtle in the 4th 
Verſe, by thoſe Words [ onc# enlightned] ſeems to have 
reſpect unto Baptiſm, which by the Greek Fathers was 
commonly called 97/785, Enlightning : See Chap. 
x. ver. 32. of this Epiſtle to the brews, where, by 
(after ye were illuminated) is. moſt probably meant after 


ye were baptized, and entred into the Chriſtian Church, 
which Baptiſm Perſons received upon their profeſſing 
 Repentance and Newneſs of Life, and Faith in the 
Goſpel Promiſes, rehearſed by the Apoſtle, ver. 1. 
and then the following Words in the 4th Verſe, viz. 
188 Dave taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and were made 


artakers of the Holy Ghoſt,] muſt have reſpect to the 
laying on of Hands, or Confirmation, which followed 
next after Baptiſm, and was the Ordinance whereby 
this evenly Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was then recei- 
ved by the Faithful. | | 

2. Tis to be obſerved, that the laying on of Hands 


for the conferring this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt is herein 
. Jained, by the Apoſtle, with the very chief Principles of 


our holy Religion, ſuch as Repencance, Faith, Baptiſm, 


and the Belief of the Reſurrection, and of the Judg- 


ment to come; and therefore *tis not a Matter to be- 


lighted by any well-difpoſed and conſidering Chriſti- 
ans. Theſe many Texts of Scripture we have, in 


which 
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which we have at leaſt ſome Notice given us of this 


holy Rite, and whence we may conclude that there is 
ſuch a Gift of the Spirit promiſed by Chriſt, and which 
Chriſtians may receive, beſides that which was given 
them in Baptiſm. And this was the firſt and main 
Thing I was to examine after, and prove from the 
Text. ; 

- 2dly, The next was, what Perſons they be which 
are qualified for the receiving this Gift. And that 
they are only Believers and baptized Perſons, appears 
clearly from the Text ; for *twas upon theſe Samari- 
tans receiving the Word preached to them by Philip, and 
their being baptized by him, that they had Peter and John 
ent down to confirm them. | 

The only hearing God's Word preached. to. them 
(which is the ſingle and furtheſt Means of Grace that 
many now a-days of choice make uſe of) isa Privilege 
common with Chriſtians, to Zews, Turks, and Hea- 
thens ; ſo that we have a Race of Chriſtians among us, 


'who, if they had lived inthe Primitive Church, could 
never have been reckon'd amongſt Believers, as having 
never voluntarily partaken of any ſolemn Ordinance 
In the Church, whereby they might have been account- 


ed ſuch, and been numbred with the Faithful. And 


indeed ſuch as theſe could not be called Chriſtians 


among us, were it not for their Baptiſm received in 


Infancy without their own Choice or Knowledge ; and 
therefore they can be look'd upon but as ſtraggling 
and truantly Gatechumens at moſt, till they are Con- 
firmed, or ready and defirous to be Confimied: and 
freely to take their Chriſtianity upon themſelves, and 


then to Communicate frequently with the Faithful in 
the Lord's Supper. For *tis on our free and thankful 
taking upon us to be his faithful Diſciples and Follow- 
ers, that Chriſt gives'us this Gift of his Spirit to enable 
us to go through with the Work more chearfully and 
happily ; ſo that we muſt Repent, Believe, and be re- 
ceived Chriſt's Diſciples by Baptiſm, for the putting 


away our Sins, before we are fit to partake of this 


Gift 
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Gift of his Spirit. We heard before, twas promiſed 


only to Believers, John vii. 38. and they were Diſ- 
ciples, i. e. voluntarily profeſſed Chriſtians that St. 
Paul Confirmed, Acts xiv. 22. if that Place be meant 


of Confirmation; and he ff Baptized "44 in the 


Name of Chriſt, who were Baptized with John's Bap- 
tiſm, before he Confirmed them, Acts xix. 5, 6. And 
the Doctrine of Baptiſms ſtands firſt ; then follows the 
laying on of Hands, or Confirmation, Heb. vi. and 
theſe Believers at Samaria were baptized, and only bap- 
tized, when Peter and John were ſent down to confer 
this further Gift of the Holy Ghoſt upon them. And 
When the firſt converted Fews aſked Peter, and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, what they ſhould do? Acts ii. 37. 
St. Peter's Anſwer to them is in the next Verſe, That 


they ſhould repent, and be baptized every one of them in 


the Name of Feſus Chriſt; and upon that he promiſeth 


them, in the latter. Part of the Verſe, that they ſhauld 
receive the Gift of the Holy Gho/?. And this is perfectly 


agreeable with another Promiſe of Chriſt, John xiv. 


15, 16. That if we love him, and keep his Command- 
"ments (or are ready and deſirous ſo to do) he would 


pray t Father, and he would give us anot er Comfor- 
ter, who ſhould abide with Us for ever; and tis moſt 


reaſonable that we ſhould receive Chriſt readily, and 
engage ourſelves to keep his Commandments, before 
he beſtows upon us ſo excellent a Donative, and ſo ſure 


an Earneſt of his eternal Favour, as is given by this 


Anointing and Sealing of us with his Holy Spirit. For 


Men are not wont to give ſignal Gifts to any but pro- 
felled and ſpecial Friends, and Things mutt be readily 


prepared before the Seal comes upon them. Neither 


doth Oyl come naturally on any thing till it be firſt 


well cleanſed and purified ; and then, and not before, 


it adds a Gloſs and Luſtre to it, and becomes a ſpecial 


Means of its Preſervation. | 


And ſo I proceed to the Third Enquiry that vas to 


be made from the Text; which was, How this Gift of 
Confirmation, or Grace of the Spirit given by it, is to 
be conferr'd, and by whom tis to be done. d 


(13). | 

And the Text plainly ſhews us, they were Apoſtles 
who were ſent to do it, and that was accompliſhed 
by Prayer, and the laying on of their Hands. For tho' 
Philip were there w and had been in all Likeli- 
hood the principal Inſtrument to bring theſe Samaritans 
over to the Chriſtian Faith, and had baptized great 
Multitudes of them, yet he then being but a Deacon, 
had no Power to lay on his Hands for the conferring 
this Gift, (as St. Chryſaſtom hath here expreſly obſer- 
ved, and many others after him) it being that ſpecial 
Blefling which Chriſt reſerved to be beſtowed by the 
hFheſt and chiefeſt of all his Miniſters, his own moſt 
immediate Repreſentatives, which were the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors the Biſhops. And hence tis that 
we here read, That the whole College of the Apoſtles 
at fp genes thought it neceſlary to ſend ſome of their 
own Company down to Samaria to accompliſh this 
Work. And according to this Pattern before us in the 
Text, it has ever been the Cuſtom and Practice of the 
Church, to reſerve this Office (as well as that of Or- 
dination) to be performed by the Biſhops only. And 
the Witneſſes to be met with in the Records of the 
Church are moſt full and uniform for reſerving both 
theſe Offices only to the Biſhop's Hands ; and the Va- 
riations from this Practice thro'out all Antiquity, are 
ſo few and inconſiderable in both Reſpects, that they 
may well be look*d upon as no other than irregular and 
unjuſtifiable Actions, I intend not here to produce the 
Evidence; but 'tis notorious to all Learned Men, 
That they were only the Biſhops, the chief Heads, 
and High Prieſts in the Chriſtian Church, by whom 
Chriſt, our-Great High Prieſt, did ever impart and 
beſtow this Gift and an upon his People. 

And *tis at their Confirmation that Chriſtians do, as 
it were, put themſelves under the Care and Charge of 
their Biſhop, and own him for their chief and com- 

mon Spiritual Father in Chriſt, by whom he is eſpeci- 
ally to bleſs them, and by that Means they voluntarily 
unite themſelves to Chriſt's Fold, and engage they 


will 


(16 ) 
will be his innocent and tractable Sheep, and that they 
will continue under the Guidance of ſuch faithful 
Shepherds, as he by Chriſt's Authority ſhall ſet over 
them, &c.' For all inferior Paſtors and Teachers in 
Chriſt's Church, are ſent forth by Chriſt, tis true, 
but tis by the Hands of the chief Shepherds they are ſo 
fent ; and therefore both the inferior Shepherds them- 
ſelves, and all their Flocks, ſhould be united under 
the one chief Shepherd their Biſhop ; and ſhould be 
always ready to take Directions from him for the pro- 
moting of Parity and Peace, and for the reſtoring and 
preſerving of Unity, and all manner of good Order 
and Government in the Church. So that this very 
Rite of Confirmation, if it were well underſtood and 
practiſed as it ought to be, would contribute very 
much to the healing the Breaches of this diſtracted 
Church and Nation. Therefore I would have none 
that have any Love for God, and Religion, for their 
own Souls, or the Good of their Country, to neglect 
and flight it. 

; And now, That the whole of this Sacred Rite was 
finiſhed by Prayer and the laying on of the Apoſtles 
Hands, may- be concluded likewiſe from the Text,; 
for we here read not of any thing more that was add- 
ed to theſe. And to have recourſe unto the original 
Practice, is the ſureſt Means to find out the Eſſentials 
in this, and every other holy Ordinance. However, 
it cannot be denied, but the Uſe of Oyl was added in 
the very early Times of the Church, as being the an- 
cient T ype and Symbol of the Holy Ghoſt ; and *thes 
been moſt generally continued throughout all Ages of 
it ever ſince. | 
But the Reformers of this Church piouſly aiming to 
reduce all holy Adminiſtrations to the moſt Scriptural 
and ſimpleſt Practice, thought fit to lay aſide the Chriſ- 
mation, as *twas called in this Adminiſtration. If they 
had retained it, none ought in reaſon to have been of- 


fended at it; but by parting with it, we are ſure they 


loſt no effential Part of this Ordinance. 
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And ſo I come, in the Fourth and laft Place, briefly 
to examine what this Gift of the Spirit -isSwhich is gi- 
ven and received at Confirmation; for tis expreſly ſaid 
at the 47th Verſe, That upan the laying on of theſe tiuo 
Ape/iles Hands, the Chriftians at Samaria received the 
Holy Gho/t. But ſome will be ready to ſay, did they 
not receive the Holy Ghoſt before at their Baptiſm, 
of Water and the Spirit, John iii: 
5. and had been baptized by one Spirit into one Body, 1 
Cor. xii, 13. and 'tis at Baptiſm we are regenerated 


and renewed by the Holy Gheſt, as the ſame Apoſtle 


teacheth, Tit. iii. 5. How then are we to expect to 
receive this Spirit again at Confirmation, or by the lay- 
ing on of the Biſhop's Hands? I anſwer, A Portion 
of God's Spirit may be given to us many ways, and 
in ſeveral Ordinances, and for divers Ends and Pur- 
poſes. Tis given, no doubt, by conſcientious hear- 
ing and reading of God's Word, and other good 
Books, by frequent meditating on holy and heavenly 


Things, by our own earneſt Prayers unto,. and Praiſes. 


of Almighty God, Sc. But beſides theſe and other 
ſuch like Means of conveying the Spirit of Grace into 
our Hearts, and the encreaſing of it in us, the Church 
hath ever taught, tis given at Baptiſm for ſpiritual 
Life, and for the waſbing away our Sins. And that 
"tis given again at Confirmation, to arm and ſtrengthen 
us, to ſeal us for Chriſt's Soldiers, and to enable us to 
Rand manfully againſt our ſpiritual Enemies in the Day 
of Battle. We have a clear Inſtance. of this in the: 
Apoſtles themſelves ; for tho* they were baptized, and 
had received ſome Degree of the Holy Ghoſt at that 
Time, and on ſeveral other Occaſions before Chriſt's 
Death, yet ftill we -find they were very weak and ti- 
morous, and when they ſaw their Maſter. and them- 
ſelves in Danger, they all forſook him and. fled, not- 


withſtanding all the good Inſtructions and Admonitions 


they had received irom him. But after the Holy Ghoſt 
came upon them at Penteco/!, to Confirm them, they 
were filled with Courage and Reſolution, and. feared 
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OT (18 ) | 
no Dangers, but waxed bold in teſtifying to the Truth 
of Chriſt's Goſpel, though they did it with the utmoſt 
Peril of their Lives, and they were ready to be led 
unto Priſon, and unto Death for his Name's fake; 
and we never read of any the leaſt Signs of Fear or 
Cowardiee in them any more. ä 
Therefore the Fathers of the Church have deliver'd 
it with a full Conſent, that the Grace of the Spirit 
given in Baptiſm, is for the beſtowing Spiritual Life 
upon us, who were born in a State of Sin and Deattr; 
and that the Grace of the Spirit, or the Holy Ghoſt 
given in Confirmation, is for beſtowing upon us Spi- 
ritual Strength, or Chriſtian Courage and Fortitude, 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt all the fierceſt 
Aſſaults of the Devil; and, indeed, for the encreaſing 
in us all thoſe Giſts of the Spirit which were in Chriſt, 
{/a. xi. 2. before rehearſed, and which are prayed for 
in our excellent Office for Confirmation. 

And *thas ever been the Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
Church, that the Spirit is often to be ſought for again 
in the Lord's Supper, for the frequent reviving, con- 
tinuing, and encreaſing in us that Spiritual Life and. 


Strength, which were before received at Baptiſm and. 


Confirmation; and. ' tis in that bleſſed Ordinance we 
ſhould be made often to drink into that one Spirit, as 
by it we were all baptized into one Body, 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
where we have both the Holy Sacraments in one Verſe. 

But we have had ſo many Errors and falſe Notions 
broached and publiſhed amongſt us of late Years con- 
cerning theſe Matters, and Men have been perſwaded 


they might expect to jump into all the Giſts and Graces 


of God's Spirit all at once, meerly by hearing their 
New Teachers, and without ever —_— proper 
Means and Methods which God in his Word hath ap- 
pointed and recommended to us for the receiving of 
them. And this Rite of Confirmation hath been ſo 
little uſed; of what it ought to have been, that what T 
have delivered about it from the Text, may ſeem new 
and groundleſs to many Perſons: Therefore, E their 
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" better underſtanding upon what ſure Foundations we. 


teach theſe Things, I ſhall here rehearſe, altogether, 


ſome few Paflages that are to be met with in the Wri- 


tings of the Ancient Fathers, touching this Holy Rite ; 


from whence all theſe four Things I have deduced from 


the Text, and the main Doctrines J have taught con- 


cerning it, will appear to be true. I ſhall quote the 


Engliſh faithfully tranſlated out of their Greet and La- 
tin Writings. | 


Firſt then, Theophilus Autiochenus (a very Ancient 


Chriſtian Writer) faith, Therefore are we called Chriſ- 
tians, becauſe we are anointed with the Oyl of God. 


Theoph. Antioch. ad Autolic. {b. 1. Where he teach- 


eth, that Chriſtians have their very Name of Chriſ- 


tians from their Confirmation, or their being anointed 
with the Spirit of God, (all know Chriſt hath his 
Name from thence.) This fame Author adds, in the 


fame Place, What Man is he that comes into this Lift, 


or 1s to combate with his Enemies, and 1s not anointed 
with Oyl ? F 

And Tertullian, a moſt Learned and Ancient Wri- 
ter of the Latin Church, having ſpoken of Baptiſm 
a little before ſaith, And afterwards Hands are laid on, 


-by Bleſſing, calling for, and inviting the Holy Spirit. 


Tertull. de Baptiſmo. cap. 8. And he there goes on 
to illuſtrate this Matter, with the Example of Jacob's 
blefling the two Sons of Foſeph, Ephraim and Manaſ- 


ſes, by laying his Hands upon them. And ſoon after he 
ſhews, This giving the Holy Ghoſt after Baptiſm, was * 


like God's ſending the Dove to the Church in the Ark, af- 
ter it had been ſaved by Water. 

And in another Place, where he is proving that the 
Fleſh of God's Saints ſhall riſe again, he faith, But 
the Fleſh is waſhed, that the Soul might be cleanſed. The 
Fleſh is anointed, that the Soul might be conſecrated. The 
Fleſh is ſealed, that the Soul might be defended. The 
Fleſh is overſhadowed by the Impoſition of Hands, that 
the Soul might be enlightned by the Spirit. The Hleſb is 
fed with the Body and Blood of Chrift, that the oo 

might 
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ing this of the Text, doth not at all pertain to the 4 ent 
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might be fatned from Gad. Tertul. de Reſurrectione 

Carnis. Lib. cap. 8. WES: (7 0 
Where tis plain he ſpeaks of the Three Ordinances 


of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and the Lord's-$upper, as 


of conſtant Uſe in his Time, intimating alſo to what 


Purpoſes they were all uſed. 


And in another Place, (alſo with reſpect unto theſe 


Three Sacred Ordinances) ſpeaking of the Church of 


Rome that then was, he ſaith thus: She mingleth the 


Law and the Prophets with the Evangelical and Apoſ- 


tolical Mritings, (he means, I ſuppoſe, in their read- 
ing the Haly Scriptures) and from thence ſhe draweth 
that Faith, (ſpoken of juſt before) be ſigus it with 
Water, ſhe cloatheth it with the Holy Spirit, and feeds 
it with the Eucharift. Textul. de præſcriptionibus. c. 36. 

The next Writer of the Latin Church that is very 
Ancient and Famous, and who was himſelf a moſt 
Holy Biſhop and Martyr for the Chriſtian Faith, is St. 
Cyprian, and he is moſt clear to our Purpoſe. For 
pleading with another Biſhop, That they ought to be 
baptized again, who were baptized by Hereticks, he 
ſpeaketh in this Manner. 

We do fee, (Deareſt Brother) that that Place, mean- 


Cauſe; for they which had believed in Samaria, be- 
lieved in the true Faith, and within the Church, which 
is but one, and to whom alone tis permitted to give Bap- 
tiſm, and to remit Sins: They were baptized by Philip 
the Deacon, whom thoſe very Apoſtles had ſent. And 


"therefore becauſe they had obtained lawful and Eccleſi- 


aſtical Baptiſm, they needed not to be baptized any more, 


but only that which was wanting was performed by Peter 
and John ; that they ſhould pray for them, and lay on 
their Hands, that the Holy Ghoſt might be called down, 


and be powered upon them; which Thing is now done with 
us, that they who are baptized in the Church, ſhould be 


offered or preſented to the Biſhops of the Church, that by 


our Prayer and 1mpoſition of Hands, they may obtain the 
Holy Gheft, and be compleated by the Sealing of the Lord. 


_ Cypr. Epiſt. 73. ad Jubaianum. Set. 8. And 
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And in another Place, after he had ſpoken of the 
Neceſſity of Baptiſm, he adds, And he which is bap- 
tized, ought to be Anointed, that having received the 
the 'Chriſm, that is the Union, - he might be the "Ae 
nointed of God, and have in him the Grace 'of Chri/t. 
Cypr. Epift. 70. Sect. 3. . Ne 

Again, No Man is born by Impoſition of Hands, toben 
he receives the Holy Ghoſt; but he is born in Baptiſm, 
that he may receive the Spirit after he is born; as *twas 
done in the firſt Man Adam. For God Formed him fir/#, 
and then breathed into him the Breath of Liſa; neither 
can the Spirit be received, - unleſs he be'fir/Fin Being who 
ſhould receive it. Cypr. Epift. 74. Seti. 8g. 

Our next Witneſs ſhall be St. Grid of Feruſalem; 
and he ſpeaking of Chriſt ſaith, And he being waſhed 


in the River Jordan, went up out of the Waters, and 


the Holy Spirit made a ſubſtantial Deſcent upon him, 0 
came on him in a bodily Subſtance, Like veſting upon Like. 
So in like Manner, when you-aſcendedout- of the Waters 
of Baptiſm, the Chriſm was given you, which anſwereth 
to that with which Chri/t was anointed. Aud as Chri 
after his Baptiſm, and the coming of the Holy Gho/t up- 
on him, went forth and vanguiſhed the Adverſary ; ſo 
you after e, and the Myſtical Anainting, being 
cloathed with the whole Armour of the Spirit, do ftand 
againſt the Power of the Enemy, and overcome him. 
Cyr. Rarny. KS 230Y. Y. 7; 

And of Chriſt's Baptiſm by John, and what fol- 


lowed upon it, Optatus writeth as followeth. Chriſt, 


ſaith he, deſcended into the Water, not that there was 
any thing in God that needeq to be cleanſed, but that the 
Mater ought to go before the Oyl which was about to come 
upon him; that he might Begin, Ordain, and Perfect 
the Myfteries of Baptiſm ; and being waſhed while in the 
Hands of John, the Order of the Myſtery followed, and 
the Father did fulfil what the Son aſked, and the Holy 
Spirit had foretold. The Heaven is opened while the Fa- 
ther is anointing, and the Spiritual Oyl preſently deſcended 
in the Shape of a 3 fat upon his Head, and 


anointed 
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agnointed him, whence he began to bs called Chriſt, when 


he. was anointed. by God the Father; and leſt he ſhould 
ſeem to want Impoſition of Hands, the Voice of Gad is 
heard from the Cloud, ſaying, This is my Son in whom 1 
am tuell pleaſed, hear ye him. Optatus Milevit. contra 
Parmen. Lib. 4. 

I cannot ſtand to make any Obſervations on ſo re- 
markable a Paſſage, but ſhall paſs on to St. Jerome, 
who is moſt clear to our Purpoſe, in his Dialogue be- 
twixt an Orthodox Perſon, and a Luciferian. Do you 
not know, faith the Luciferian, tis the Cuſtom of the 


Churches, that Hands ſhould be laid on thoſe that are bap- 


tied, and that ſo the Holy Spirit might be called down ; 


oft thou demand where it is written? in the Acts of the 
Apofiles ; but although there were no Authority of the 
Scripture for it, the _— of the whole World in this 
Caſe, would ſway like a Precept ; for many other Things, 
vhich by Tradition are obſerved in the Church, have got- 
ten the Authority of a written Law. The Orthodox an- 
fwers, I do not deny that this is the Cuſtom of the Churth, 
that the Biſhop ſhould go forth to lay his Hands for the 
calling down of the Holy Ghoſt on them, which before 
were baptized by the Prieſts and Deacons in the leſſer Ci- 
ties at a Diſtance from him. Hieron. Dialogo contra 
Luciferaneos. Tom. 24. 

St. Auguſtine is alſo a clear and ample Witneſs for 
us; I will name but a Place or two of many, that 
may be met with in his Writings. Nor did, faith he, 
any of his Diſciples give the Holy Spirit; but they prayed, 
that he might come on- them on whom they laid their 
Hands, which Cuſtom is alſo now obſerved in the Church 
by. her Biſhops. Aug. de Trinitate. Lib. 15. Cap. 26. 


Tom. 2. 


And in another Place, But the Holy Spirit, becauſe 
'tis ſaid only to be given in the Church Cathalick by the Im- 
poſition of Hands, &. and then ſoon after, Neither is 
the Holy Spirit ſo given by Impoſition of Hands, as to 
be atteſted by temporal and ſenſible Miracles, as before 
*twas given for recommending the Faith, when *twas 
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newly come into the World, and fer the Enlargement of 


the Churches Beginnings. For who doth noi expert, 
that they, ou whom Hands are laid for the receiving the 
Holy Spirit, ſhould preſently begin to eat toith 
Tongues? But the divine Love is underflood inuiſibly and 


ſecretly, through the Bond of Peace, to be inſpired into 


their Hearts. ug, de Baptiſmo contra Donatiſtas. 
Lib. 3. Cap. 16. Tem. 7. oval I i he7 
There is one Paſſage more which ſhould not be 
omitted, becauſe tis ſo full to our Purpoſe in many 
Reſpects, tho it be ſomewhat uncertain who was the 
Author of the Homily where 'tis to be found; whe- 
ther it were Eucyerius Lugdunen/is, Ruſebius Emiſſents, 
Ceſcirius, or ſome other; certainly he was an Ancient 
Writer, and he delivers himſelf thus. Tat whict: 
laying on of Hands now giveth at Confirmation to fing!? 
Per ſons initiated into the Church, That the coming dotun 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon the ' Believers at Pentecoft, did 
give to them altogether. But becauſe we have Jaid, That 
Impoſition of Hands can do Good to him that is born 
again and regenerated in Chriſt ; perhaps ſome may think 
with himſelf, what Good can the Miniftry of. Confir ma- 
tion do me, after the Myſtery of Baptiſm ? Why, ſaith 
he, prefently after, as an Emperor, when he receives a 
Soldier into his Army, not only giveth him a Mark or 
Badge, but when be 1s about to fight, he gives him ſuf- 
ficient Armour likewiſe. So the Bleſſing in Confirmation 
is the Armour or Defence to the baptized Perſon, Hajt 
thou made a Soldier, give him alſo the Helps of his Mar- 


fare. The Holy Ghojt comes down upon the Waters of 


Baptiſm with a ſaving Influence, or ſo as to bring Sal- 
vation, and gives what is ſufficient for preſent Innocency ; 
but in Confirmation, it gives Grace for encreaſmg ; in 
Baptiſm we are Regenerated unto Life ; after Baptiſm, 
we are Confirmed unto Fight ; in Baptiſm we are waſhed, 
after it we are ſtrengthned. Regeneration ſaves by tiſelf, 
thoſe that are received immediately into the Peace of the 
other bleſſed World; Confirmation arms and fits for Com- 
bat thoſe which are to be + ws for the Battles or Com- 
2. 
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bats of this World. Therefore before the coming dotun 
ef the. Hely Ghoſt, the Apo/iles were terrified, even 10 
the Denial of their Maſter > But after his Viſitation of 
them, they art armed with Courage 105 Martyrdom, even 


by the Contempt of Death itſelf. Euſeb. Emiſſen. Ho- 
mil. in die Pentecoſt, Pag. 287. 


Now, tho? I have not named the tenth Part of what 
is td be found in the Records of the Church for the 
Eſtabliſhing of this holy Rite, yet from theſe few 
Paſſages it may be ſufficiently and clearly underſtood, 
what the Meaning of it is; and we may from thence 
perceive, that all theſe Ancient Fathers and Biſhops 
do agree in teaching the ſame Things about this Mat- 
ter that I have now taught from the Text. 

And we may plainly ſee, , that they believed 
and taught, there is ſuch a Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
promiſed by Chriſt, and that may be received by 
Chriſtians, which is differing from that given in their 
Baptiſin. | | 

2. They teach with one Conſent, that *tis to be 
fought for, and received, after Baptiſm, and by none 
but Baptized Perſons, ne 

3. That 'tis given and received by Prayer and the 
laying on of the Biſhop's Hands, according to the Ex- 
ample before us in the Text. 

4. They teach, That the Deſign of it is to give 
Chriſtians a new Portion of God's Holy Spirit, to en- 
able them the better to live according to their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, and to fight more manfully againſt all their 
Spiritual Enemies, which in their Baptiſm they had re- 
nounced ; which were the four Things I had endea- 
voured to prove. And it ought to be conſidered what 
high Things they fay of it, and how clearly they do 
. bear witneſs to the conſtant Practice of it in the 
Church; how they fetch the Grounds of it from the 
Holy Scriptures, particularly from the Confirmation 
of Chriſt himfelf, by the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon him after his Baptiſm, and from the _ 
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down of the Spirit upon the Apoftles at Pentecaſt, and 
from Peter and John's Confirming theſe new-converted 
Cbtiſtians at Samaria, and from the Anointing and 
Scaling with the Spirit, of which St. Paul ſpeaketh, &c, 

And ſhall proceed in the next Place to anſwer two 
Objections. | 
The firſt is, That this Gift was an extraordinary 
Thing, and peculiar to the Times of the Apoſtles, 
and was attended with miraculous Gifts in thoſe that 
received it; and therefore thoſe miraculous Effects of 
it being ceaſed, this Gift of the Spirit ought not now to 
be expected, and the Office for conferring of it ought 
to ceaſe, and be laid aſide. I anſwer, 'Tho' this Ob- 
jection be of little Weight, and is ſufficiently anſwer'd 
in the foregoing Diſcourſe, and particularly by St. Au- 
guftine z yet for. fuller Satisfaction I will here add, 

Fir/?, That they who depend on this Objection, do 
boldly contradict the Senfe, and deſpiſe the Wiſdom 
and Authority of the whole Church of God, moſt 
clearly and fully delivered by Writing and Practice, 
for the perpetual Continuance of this Ordinance. 

2. Tis certain alſo, that all who received Benefit 
by it in the Apoſtles "Times, were not endowed with 
miraculous Gifts, as appears 1 Cor. xii. 29. Are all 
Workers of Miracles? but thoſe miraculous Gifts were 
beſtowed only on ſome choicer Perſons, to fit them for 
the Miniſtry, and to make them the more proper In- 
ſtruments for propagating the Faith in the World, and 


indeed to manifeſt unto all, that the Spirit did really 


come down upon the Church, according to Chriſt's 


Promiſe; whereas this Promiſe of the Spirit I have 


been contending for, was made to all Fleſh, who would 
become Believers, and be ready to keep Chriſt's Com- 
mandments ; but *tis a wild Fancy to think, that all 
Believers in the Primitive Times were endowed with 
ſome miraculous Gift. And now I am obviating this chief 
Objection drawn from the miraculous Gifts which fell 
on ſome of them which were Confirmed in the Apoſtles 
Times, I would have it here noted, That when tis 
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recorded in the 10th of the 4&#s, ver. 44. That the 
Holy Ghoft fell on all them that heard the Nord, ſpoken 
by St. Peter, and that the Fews were aſtoniſhed at it, 
For that they heard them ſpeak with Tongues, and mag- 
niſied God, ver. 45, 46. I fay, I would have it ob- 
ſerved, that to me it ſeems moſt probable, the Holy 
Ghoſt fell at that Time on Cornelius and his ſelect 
Company (who were pure Gentiles no way Proſelyted 
to the Jewiſh Religion, and, in this Kind, the firſt 
Fruits of the Gentiles, as tis generally thought) only 
in miraculous Effects, and that chiefly to ſatisfy St. 
Peter fully, and by him all other Chriſtians of the 
Fewiſh Nation, that the Gentiles were capable of being 
made Chriſt's Diſciples as well as the Jews ; fo that 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt on them at that Lime, 
was not their Confirmation, but only an eftectual 
Means to convince St. Peter, and Multitudes of others, 
of a moſt weighty Matter about which they had been 
doubtful before; nay, concerning which they had 
with the deepeſt Prejudice entertained a quite contrary 
Opinion. And whereas St. Peter ſaid, Acts xi. ver. 
1 7: (in his rehearſing over this Hiſtory) Foraſmuch 
then as God gave them the like Gift as he did to us who 
believed in the Lord Feſus, &c. it doth not from thence 
neceſſarily follow, That the Gift given to Cornelius 
and his Company, was in all Reſpects, and to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, like that given to the Apoſtles , 
and the reſt who were gathered together at Penteco/? ; 
but that *twas like, in their ſpeaking with Tongues, 
and magnifying God in ſtrange Languages, as they at 
Pentecoſt did. And it doth not appear that St. Peter 
made any other Concluſion from it, than that Baptiſm 
and Diſcipleſhip were not to be denied to Believers 
from among the Gentiles ;' for his Inferences are theſe , 
Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not be bap- 
tized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we ? 
Chap. x. 47. and chap. xi. 17. I bat was I, that I 
could withſtand Gd? Therefore, as *tis certain, Cor- 
nelius and his Relations and Friends received Baptiſm 


after 
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-after this falling of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, as we 


read expreſly, ver. 48. ſo tis likely they received Con- 
firmation alſo ; or elſe this'muſt paſs:for an/extraordi- 
nary and excepted Cafe, where Confirmation went be- 
fore Baptiſm, of which we have no Example elſewhere. 

I paſs now to the other Objection: For it may be 
further alledged, that if a Matter of ſo great Moment, 


as the receiving a ſpecial Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, does 


certainly depend upon the due Uſe of this holy Rite; 
then what will become of thoſe that want it? and how 
comes it about that we hear ſo little of it? and why is 
it no more uſed in the Church, c. To which I re- 
ply, That I am heartily ſorry there ſhould be any Oc- 


caſion at all for ſuch Objecting, and *twould require 


much Diſcourſe to anſwer it fully ; but I ſhall make as 
ſatisfactory an Anſwer to it as I can, in few Words, 

Firſt then, we have firm Grounds to believe, tis 
the general Method of God's dealing with Men, in be- 
ſtowing on them his free Gifts and Graces ;' that if, 
thro* their own Defaults, they uſe not the Means 
whereby they are promiſed to be given, they ſhall then 
want, and go without thoſe Portions of his Spirit, 
which, by the due Uſe of them, they ſhould certain- 
ly have received. 

And this is true, with reſpect to all the Means of 
Grace, and of this amongſt the reſt. For if we do 
not think the Gifts of God's Spirit worth our aſking 
and ſeeking after, (the leaſt of which is of far more 
Value than the beſt Gift Man can beſtow upon us) we 
ſhall have no Reaſon to imagine God ſhall account us 
worthy of them. 

Therefore, if Men want this Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt through their own Careleſſneſs, groſs Negli- 


gence, &c. they muſt thank themſelves if they want 


all the Benefit and ſpiritual Advantage they might have 
received by it. 

But then, 24dly, If Perſons are ſenſible of this Gift 
of Chriſt, and are deſirous to partake of it with the 
reſt of thoſe many Bleſſings he hath * for 

| em, 


(28) 

them, and promiſed to them; and only wait for a 
fair Opportunity to receive it; we have great Reaſon 
to hope they do not ſuffer much, if any thing at all, by 
their Want of it; but that their fincere Deſire and 
ready Mind ſhall be accepted for the Deed, as in ma- 
ny other Caſes. | RO Wd - 

But, 3dly, (Not to ſpeak of the wilful Contempt 
of this Grace) I am very apt to think the Caſe of 
moſt Perſons amongſt us, who want this Gift of 
Chriſt, is like that of the Woman of Samaria, when 
our Lord firſt began to diſcourſe with her; they knew 
not of this Gift of God, nor that Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed any ſuch Thing unto them, or at leaſt they are 
not fully perſuaded of it, or elſe they would aſk it and 
ſeek it of him more diligently ; and he zb certainly 
give them of this living Water, as he there tells that 
Woman, John iv. 10. And the Truth is, there are 
ſo many groſs Darkneſſes and inveterate Prejudices up- 
on many Men's Spirits about this Matter, that twill 
require - a long Time, and much Application, and a 
more general and conſtant Practice, to bring People 
to a right Underſtanding of it. But tis a Buſineſs of 
ſo high a Nature, and would be ſo many Ways ad- 
vantageous to the Church, and the thriving of ſound 
Religion among us, that tis worthy of our greateſt 
Zeab and beſt Endeavours to reſtore it to that true De- 
ſign and regular Practice, which our Church aims at 
in her Uſe of it. And to declare what is the true In- 
tent of our Church in her Uſe of this Holy Rite, 
which ſhe ſo carefully reconfmends to all her Children, 
was the ſecond General Matter which I undertook to 
ſpeak unto in this Diſcourſe. And if we narrowly 
view the Rubricks and Office, and all Matters relating 
to this Holy Ordinance, we ſhall find them, as they 
are preſcribed by our Church, to be moſt Rational and 
Pious ; for ſhe ſeems to aim, that all Perſons ſhe hath 
to.do with, ſhould be made Partakers of every Be- 
nefit which comes by Chrift, as ſoon as they are ca- 
pable of it ; and therefore ſhe orders them to be en- 
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tred into Covenant with God thro? Chriſt by Baptiſm, 
in their very Infancy, by the Prayers and Promiſes of o- 
thers; and ſhe believes that they there receive the For- 
giveneſs of Original Guilt, are Born again, and A- 
dopted to be the Children of God. And becauſe ſhe 
would have them to continue in Obedience to their 
Heavenly Father, and to grow up and increaſe in his 
Favour and Friendſhip, as they grow in Vears and 
bodily Stature, ſhe deſires they may be inſtructed about 
the Nature of the Covenant of Grace which they 
made with God in Baptiſm, as ſoon as they are able 
to learn, that they might know what bleſſed Promi- 
ſes God therein made to them, and what great Duties 
they engaged to perform to him. But then conſider- 
ing thoſe Engagements were made without Children's 
own Acts and Deeds, being made without their Know- 
ledge or Deſire, (tho? to their oαãn great Advantage) 
the Church doth therefore direct and earneſtly deſire, 
that when they come to Years of Diſcretion, and 
have attained to ſome competent Knowledge of what 
was done for them, they ſhould come ſolemnly and 
voluntarily to take their Chriſtian Profeſſion upon 
themſelves, and to ratify and confirm” their Baptiſmal 
Promiſes in their own Perſons ; and that then and there 


they might alſo receive this other Gift of God's Spi- 


rit, to enable them to fight manfully againit all thoſe 
Spiritual Enemies, which, as Chriſt's Diſciples, | they 
have renounc'd. | ; 
Now the great Piety and Fitneſs of this Practice 
will yet better appear, if it be conſidered, that the 
Time in which the Church deſigns» this Gift of the 
Spirit ſhould be received by young Perſons, is juſt 
about the Age when they ſhould firſt begin to ſhew 
their Thankfulneſs to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for their Creation, Redemption, and Sanctt- 
fication; and when they firſt begin to be in imme- 
diate Danger of being drawn away from their Duty, 
by the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil. And as *tis upon Perſons ſreely and thankfully 
F taking 
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taking upon them to become his faithful Followers, 
that Chriſt promiſeth them this Anointing, Sealing, 


and Strengthning Gift of his Spirit, ſo the Church 


would have all her Children to delire it, and ſeek out 
after it, as ſoon as ever they begin to ſtand in need of 
it; that ſo they may be the better able to grow up as 
kindly Plants in God's Vineyard, and that they may be 
ready arm'd and ſtrong to overcome the wicked one, in 
his moſt early Aſlaults, as St. John intimates all young 
Chriſtians ought to be, ) the Werd of God, and his 
anointing Spirit abiding in them, 1 Joh. ii. 14, & 27. 
And Perſons being thus Regenerated in their Infancy, 
and made the Children of God by Baptiſm, and then 
brought up from their Childhood in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, as the Apoſtle adviſeth, Epb. 
vi. 4. and afterward, being armed and ftrengthned 
with this ſpecial Gift of the Holy Ghoſt in Confirm- 
ation, when they come to ſome Yaun of Diſcretion, 
they would then be in a right Preparation to receive 
continual Nouriſhment from Chriſt in the bleſſed Sa- 
crament of the Lord's-Supper ; which all young Per- 
ſons are by the Church ordered to frequent ſoon after 
their Confirmation by the Biſhop, if they be Sixteen 
Years of Age: And thus following the Directions of 
the Church, they ſhould always in a kindly and per- 
fect Manner grow up in the Favour of God and Man, 
as Jeſus Chriſt their Head and great Exemplar is faid 
to have done, Luke ii. 52. and they might * 
all their Days daily incrreaſe more and more in God's 
Holy Spirit, till they come to his everlaſting Kingdom. 
And if young Perſons did actually perform their Parts 
in all theſe Reſpects with honeſt and ſincere Hearts, as 
the Church directs, and as by the Grace of God, and 
by the Care of their Parents, and other their Gover- 
nours and Teachers, they might and ought to do; the 
{hould from their very Infancy continueto be God's be- 
loved Children, and might perſevere to be Chri/t's 
Faithful Soldiers and Servants unto their Lives End; as 


the Church hopes and prays for every Infant that is bap- 
tized. And 
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And now, ſuppoſing all this were done, according 
to the true Intendment of our Church, then I demand, 
where were the Necęſſity of begetting or regenerating 
all grown Chriſtians by their Preaching, which the 
Preſbyterians and Independants talk ſo much of, and 
which they make to be the very Foundation of all 
their Spiritual Building; and indeed, *tis the very 
Principal Engine by which they catch their unwary 
Diſciples, and hold them faſt to their Obedience. But 
contrary to theſe Men's main Principle, the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Church of Chriſt from thence have 
ever taught, that a new Birth is given by Baptiſm, 
(tho? it be but a weak and tender Life that is there re- 
ceived) and 2 Spiritual as well as a Natural Life is given 
and received but ence. Therefore if grown Chriſ- 
tians have greatly ſtrayed from God and his Ways, and 
have groſly broken their Baptiſmal Covenant, their 
Return to their Duty with Godly Sorrow and Contri- 
tion of Heart, is not, in the Language of the Scrip- 
ture or of the Church, called Regeneration or New- 
Birth ; but Repentance, Repentance from dead Works, 
renewing again unto Repentance, Heb. vi. 1, 6. and in 
ſome good Senſe Converſion, or returning to their 
Heavenly Father, like that of the Prodigal Son, and 
as one who had a Relation unto God, and was in Co- 
venant with him before. So the Church ſuppoſeth, 
that none but her Spendthrifts, her Rebellious, Loft 
and Prodigal Sons and Daughters, do need the Great 
Repentance, 2nd Solemn Return to their Heavenly 
Father; and that none of her Children do need any 
other New-Birth, - but what they received in Baptiſm ; 
but ſhe directeth and prayeth, that that weak and ten- 
der Life ſhould be continually preſerved, ſtrengthned, 
and. nouriſh'd in them, by ſuch proper Means as God 
hath appointed, until they come to a Spiritual Man- 
hood, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Ful- 
neſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. Hence it doth appear, 
That the Grand Principle of the Preſbyterians and In- 
dependants about Regenerating People by their Preach- 


ing 
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ing, is utterly groundleſs, and *twould quickly be ma- 
nifeſt unto all Men that it was ſo, were the Laws and 
Directions of our own Church, obſerved ſo well as 
they might and ought to be. | 
And if the Anabaptiſts would well conſider, that 
the Church doth at their Confirmation call all her 


Members to actual Faith, and to the making a volun- 


tary Profeſſion of Chriſtianity in their own Names, 
and that as ſoon as they are capable of doing it, they 
would ſee much leſs Cauſe for crying out againſt her 
for Baptizing Children in their Infancy, which yet they 
make to be the chief Ground of their Separation. 

Again, did the. Duakers well weigh it, that thoſe 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, which they pretend ſo 
much to, and make ſucha Stir about, are to be receiy'd 
by Degrees, by the due Uſe of thoſe Holy Rites and 
— dP of God's own Apointment, (amongſt 
which Confirmation hath been accounted a Principal 
one) they would not, we hope, be ſo confident, that 
they do ingroſs the choiceſt Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
unto themſelves, without ever making any Uſe of the 
chief and moſt eſpecial Means which Chrift and his 


Apoſtles ordained and made Uſe of, for the conferring 


ſuch Spiritual Gifts on the Members of the Church. 
And indeed, did every Sort of theſe Diſſenters ſeri- 
ouſly call it to their Remembrance, that they do all 
want the only proper Means of bringing down this 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt upon Perſons of their: Com- 
munions, I mean Epiſcopacy, it would certainly ſt ar- 
tle them, if they be really People of tender Conſcien- 
cies, as they all profeſs themſelves ts be; and it might 
be a Means to put them in the Way of diſcovering 
ſome of their other Errors and great Defects, (which, 
no doubt, they have many of them unawares fallen 
into) and occaſion them to think of returning home 
to the Boſom of the Church. But however, it muſt 
needs be ſaid, that all theſe Sorts of Men do greatly 
err, not knowing the ſound Meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, nor the Power and Vertue of the holy Ordi- 


nances 
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nances of God, nor yet the true Intent of our Church 
in the Uſe of them. | 3 * 
And from this Diſcourſe all Perſons may obſerve the 
Soundneſs and Wiſdom of the Church of England in 
her Practice of Confirmation, and that ſhe recom- 
mends nothing to her Children in this Matter, but 
what ſhe hath learned from the Holy Scriptures, as they 
are interpreted by the Primitive Fathers, and the con- 
ſtant Practice of the Catholick Church; and in the 
Uſe of this Holy Rite ſhe excels, and hath a manifeſt 
Advantage over all her homebred Diſſenters of every 
Sort, for they do all want this great Spiritual Benefit, 


and all regular Means of conferring of it on their Diſ- 


ciples, as was intimated before. And as they are all 
defective and do groſly err about this Great Point of 
Chriſtianity, ſo it the ſure Grounds of this Practice, 
and the true Intent of the Church in the Uſe of it, 
were better and more generally underſtood, it would 
appear, at leaſt to our own: Members, that the regu- 
lar Adminiſtration thereof did naturally and directly 
tend to the overthrowing the main and darling Prin- 


ciples of our Sectaries of every Denomination. More- 


over, twould perfectly cut off all Popiſh Objections 
againſt us in this Controverſy, wherein that Party 
doth ſo manifeſtly triumph over all thoſe Proteſtants, 
who. want this ſo undoubtedly Apoſtolical, Univerſally 
received, and beneficial an Inſtitution ; for we ſhall 


be found to have preſerved this Holy Rite, as well as 


thoſe of Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper, (and I might- 
ſay all other outward Ordinances of God's Worſhip) 
more pure and freer from Corruption than themſelves. 
And from what hath been ſaid, we of the Church of 
England ſhould take Notice, what great Cauſe we 
have to bleſs God, that we are made and preſerved 
Members of a Church wherein all the Means of 


Grace, and of miniſtring the Spirit of Holineſs to us, 
are to be had in the ſoundeſt and pureſt Manner; and 


this I have been ſpeaking of amongſt the reſt, and there 
is nothing wanting to thoſe of the Communion of our 
| G Church, 
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Church, in order to the partaking of every Advan- 
tage of Salvation, but only their own honeſt Endea- 
Yours ; I mean, in labouring to underſtand, diligently 
to ſeek after and prepare themſelves for the receiving 
the true Spiritual Benefit in every Ordinance. 

But before I come to ſpeak of the Preparation to 
this Ordinance of Confirmation, I ſhall go on to re- 
count ſome more Advantages the Clurch might re- 
ceive, by bringing of it into due Uſe and Practice. 

Hir then, We might hope, it might make the 
Members of the Church generally more Spiritual- 
minded, ſtrong, and ſtedfaſt, than now they are: 
For they who ule aright all the certain outward Means 
of Grace, are ſurely moſt likely to have all thoſe in- 
ward Gifts of the Spirit, they ſeek for in them. And 
tis not to be thought how much the outward and fix- 
ed and ſtanding Means of Grace, ſuch as Baptiſm, 
Confirmation, and the Lord's-Supper, would contri- 
bute towards the inward working, keeping up, and 
increaſing God's Holy Spirit in Men's Hearts, were 
they well underſtood, rightly ufed, and in humble 
Manner depended upon. Theſe would aſſure them, 
they wanted nothing that was needful on God's Part, 
to enable them manfully to accompliſh their Chriſtian 


Warfare; and when they fail'd in any Pointof their 


Holy Profeſſion, might be certain twas for want 
of their own honeſt Care and Watchfulneſs ; and 
when they felt themſelves in any Meaſure weakned 
and decayed in their Spiritual Strength, they might in · 
fallibly know whither they were to reſort for the re- 
newing and recovering of it again. And the 


very 
Thoughts that we have all Helps which are requifite 


for us, on God's Part, ſhould make us reſolute and 
couragious in all our Combats with our Spiritual Ene- 
mies. But if any principal Part of our Armour be 
wanting to us, through-our own great Default and 
Negligence, we ſhall have juſt Cauſe to fear, that 
might occafion our Weakneſs, and gave our Enemies 
Advantage againſt us. How reſolute was little David, 


when 
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when he went againſt the great Goliah; not on the 
Account of Saul's cumberfome Coat of Mail, for he 
put it off again, or any other Natural Defence, but 
becauſe he had the Seal of God's Preſence upon him, 
in the Circumeiſion of his Fleſh, which he knew his' 
Adverfary wanted; and therefore he confidently cried 
out, ſaying, For who is this Uncirenmeifed Philiſtine, 
that he fhould defy the Armies of the Living God? x 
Sams Xvit. 26. | 

And whew we llave all the Seals of God's Grace up- 


on us, we may confidently conelude his Power is with 


us, and that all the Armies of Heaven are on our Side, 
and in all our Trials we meet with in this Life. God 
would have us, with humble Confidence, to depend on 


his Strength, when we have duly uſed all the Means 


he hath appointed for the obtaining of it ; whereas to be 
be confident of God's Help, without the right Uſe of 


ſuch Means, hath always ſomething of Preſumption 


III it. 6 | 

We ſee Chriſtians are commonly very ignorant, er- 
roneous, carnal; weak and wavering in their Ways; 
and how can we expect they ſhould be otherwife, if 
they deſpiſe or greatly-neglect the Means God and his 
Church have appointed to make them more knowing 
more ſound in the Faith, and more Spiritually 4 
ſtrong and ſtedfaſt in their Chriſtian Profefion. We 
are ſure the Church of God ever look'd on thoſe who 
were not Baptized, to be no Members of the Chrif- 


tian Society; and thofe who were only Baptized, and 


not Confirmed, to be but Weaklings, but unperfected 
and unfiniſhed Chriſtians ; and thoſe, who ſeldom or 
never received the bleffed Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper, to be.in the Way of ftarving their Souls, and 
of decaying in their Spiritual Health and Strength, in- 
ſtead of growing in Grace, and waxing ftrong in the 

Spirit, by the frequent Uſe of that Heavenly Food. 
Secondly, This would be a Means to bring all Kind 
of catechizing and inſtructing of Children and Youth 
unto a more conſtant, ſteady, and uniform — ; 
2 With- 
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without which 'tis impoſſible found Religion can be 
.revived, and made to flouriſh among us. For while 
Perſons. receive Baptiſm in their Infancy, and are not 
afterwards taught to underſtand the Meaning of theſe 
Benefits and Engagements, which were derived upon 
them from thence, nor prepared for their further Ad- 
vances in Chriſtianity, by the timely Uſe of the fol- 
lowing Ordinances of Confirmation and the Lord's- 
Supper, they muſt needs look more like Heathens than 
Chriſtians ; I am fure, nothing can be more contrary 
to the Nature of Things, more oppoſite to the Intent 
of the Church, or more pernicious to the Fhriving and 
Increaſe of ſound Religion, than ſuch Practice as this. 
Thirdly, *T would be hoped likewiſe, it might con- 
tribute much towards the bringing Perſons by Degrees, - 
to a better Senſe of Devotion, and to their conſtant 
uſing Private and Family Prayers, which have been ſo 
greatly neglected and laid aſide by many of late Years ; 
not only to the unſpeakable Decay of true Chriſtian 
Piety, but alſo to the groſs ſcandalizing all Manner of 
Perſons who pretend to any Seriouſneſs in Religion. 
And therefore all ſhould be made to know, that Pray- 
er (which implies ſome Degree of Faith and Repen- 
tance) is the common Inſtrument, by which we are 
to obtain every Gift and Grace of Chriſt, and indeed, 
all Manner of Bleſſings from God; and People ſhould 
be conſtantly accuſtomed. to this Duty from their very 
Childhood, for without it they will not be capable of 
receiving the true Benefit by any Ordinance of Reli- 
gion. For God hath, made our deſiring, aſking, and 
ſeeking, the very Conditions upon which he hath pro- 
miſed to give us the Spirit, and Spiritual Things, Luke 

xi. 13. Matth. vii. 7, ili Yu 
Feurthly, This would be a ſpecial Means rightly to 
diſtinguiſh the Superiority, . and to preſerve the Dignity 
of the Epiſcopal Order; and *twould make that higheſt 
; Eccleſiaſtical Office to appear neceſſary, and beneficial 
to the Church in a very great Degree. For when Men 
became generally ſenſible, that the Biſhops Ny 
| er- 
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Perſons who fill the Rooms of the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 


and that *tis by their Hands that the Gifts and Graces 
of God's Spirit are derived down upon the Members 
of the Church, firſt in Ordination, wherein' the re- 
po Power of adminiſtring Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
upper, and other holy Ordinances, is by then con- 
ferr'd on Prieſts and Deacons ; and that the conveying 
this ſingular Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, I have been 
treating of, has-ever been reſerved to their own pro- 
per and peculiar Miniſtry ; theſe Things muſt needs 
make their Order to appear very venerable, and to be 
_—_ eſteemed among all ſound Chriſtians, as it ought 
to de. | 
Fifthly, It might be a ready Means to reform ſe- 
veral Irregularities that are crope into the Uſage of 
Godfathers and Godmothers, in the Adminiſtration 
of - Baptiſm 3 and make that Apointment look fitting 
and reaſonable, as it really is in itſelf, but as tis now 
oſten performed, tis liable to Cavil, and deformed 


by ſome Undecencies, which are directly contrary to 


the Mind of the Church. 
Siæthly, and Laſtly, To ſum up ſeveral Matters to- 
gether, it might be a Means to bring in a more ra- 
tional Method of teaching People the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, than that which hath prevailed of late Years, 
and of taking them off from doting upon many falſe 
Notions and Fancies that are now got into their 
Heads; and particularly from laying the main Streſs of 
Religion upon one Means of Grace (and which is com- 
mon with them to Heathens) viz. of hearing only, 
twould ſhew them Religion was the great Work and 
Buſineſs of their whole Lives; and point out unto 
them the ſeveral Stages of Grace they were to paſs 
thorough, and diſtinguiſh the States of Perfection they 
ſhould aim at; and make them ſenſible what high De- 
grees of Grace and Glory they are by Chriſt made ca- 
pable of attaining unto, by their own honeſt, careful 
and ſtedfaſt Endeavours; which are Matters of great 
Conſequence, if rightly underſtood, and as 
X t 
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It ſtill remains, That I fpeak ſomewhat of the 47) 
and laſt General Matter I propofed to treat of at the 
Beginning of this Diſcourſe ; which was to hint, in 
ſhort, What is the Duty of thofe who preſent them- 
ſelves to the Church for the receiving this Confirming 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 5 oo. 

And 'tis a true Rule in Divinity, as well as in Philo- 
ſophy, that guicquid recipitur, recipitur ad modum reci- 
pientis; whatſoever is receiv'd, is receiv'd according 
to the Diſpoſition of the Receiver; and thus all the 
Gifts of God are received by us more or lefs perfectly, 
to greater or leſs Advantage, according as we are fit- 
ted and prepared to receive them. And nothing is 
more clear in the Goſpel of Chriſt, than that Perſons 
received Benefits from him, when he was upon Earth, 
according to their Fitneſs and Preparedneſs to receive 
them. He ever look'd for ſome Degree of true Re- 
pentance, Faith, Thankfulneſs, Humility, and a 
good Uſe of former Benefits from thofe on whom he 
was about to beſtow any new Act of his ſpecial Fa- 
vour ; as appears from many Rules, and many more 
Examples that are to be met with in the holy Goſ- 
pels; and *twas ever according to their Faith, (in- 
cluding other good Difpoſitions) that Perſons received 
Help from him, and obtained the Petitions they aſked 
of him. And therefore when he came amongſt a 
People who had little or no Faith in them, or an 
good Preparations to receive Favours from him, tis 
ſaid, And he did not many mighty Works there, becauſe 
of their Unbelief, Matth. xiii. 58. 

The Caſe is ſtill the ſame in reſpect of grown Per- 
ſons receiving, Benefits by the Ordinances and Rites 
which are to be uſed in his Church; tis expected they 
ſhould in ſome Meaſure underſtand them, and believe 
that there are really ſuch and ſuch Spiritual Advanta- 

to their Souls to be obtained by them. Theſe they 
ould earneftly defire and long after, and labour ſin- 
cerely to diſpoſe themſelves for the receiving them in 
a due and - kindly Manner. And the Qualifications 
| which 
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which ſhould fit grown Perſons for the worthy receiv- 
ing of Confirmation, are much the fame with thoſe 
that are 1. ed to prepare them for the Lord's-Sup- 
per, viz. That they repent them truly FA therr former 
Sins, ftedfaftly purpo/mg to lead a new Life, &c. But, 
indeed, the Anſwer to the 4th Queſtion inthe Church- 
Catechiſm, ſeems to bear a more peculiar Reſpect to 
this Rite of Confirmation, and contains the moſt pro- 
per Preparation for the receiving of it, that can be ex- 
preſs'd in general Terms; where the Catechized Per- 
ſon is taught to anſwer to this Effect, viz. That he doth 
verily think, he is bound to believe and to do as his God- 
fathers and Godmothers promiſed for him in his Baptiſm, 
and that by God's Help he will fo belteve and dv, and 
that he heartily thanketh his Heavenly Father, that he 
hath called him to this State of Salvation through Jeſus 
Chri/t his Saviour, and that he prayeth unto God to give 
him his Grace, that he may continue in the ſame to his 
Lives End : And the doing all this with an honeſt and 
ſincere Mind, firmly purpoſing by God's Help to live 
according to their Chriſtian Profeſſion, comprehends | 
what is needful for the due recervmg of Confirmation; 
ox.the Duty of thoſe that deſire to be Confirmed, may 
be reduced to theſe following Particulars. | 
1. They ſhould be able to anſwer to ſuch Queſtions i} 
as may be put to them r principal Points i 
of the Chriſtian Religion, at leaſt ſo far as they are | 
ſumm'd up in the ſhort Catechiſm of the Church; and 
above all things, they ſhould underſtand, what is im- 
plied in their Baptiſmal Covenant, both the unſpeak- 
able Benefits which they are thereby intituled unto, 
and the great Duties they therein engaged to pay unto 
Almighty God, as they are excellently expreſs'd in fn 
| 
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the Entrance of their Catechiſm. U 

2. They ſhould be ready (with penitent Hearts for 
their former Failings) ſolemnly to renew their Bap- 
tiſmal Vow and Promiſe; and in their own Names, 
and by their own free Act, take their Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion upon themſelves before the Church. 


3. They 
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3. They ſhould do this chearfully, and with truly 
thankful Hearts, as being ſenſible of the preſent Pri- 
vileges they enjoy, and the infinite Advantage they 
hope to receive by it. n 

4. They ſhould know, That by ſuch their hol 
Profeſſion, they owned themſelves to diſſent from all 
Heathens, Turks, Jews, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
and profane Perſons, ſo far as they depart, in Faith or 
Practice, from the ſound Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
Church. | 
F. They ſhould firmly purpoſe with themſelves to 
continue and perſevere in this their holy Faith and Pro- 
feſſion, and that 40 would ſeriouſly endeavour to 
increaſe in the Knowledge and better Practice of the 
ſame unto their Lives End. 

6. And /aftly, As they firmly purpoſe to do their 
own Endeavours, (and there is no helping thoſe-who 
will uſe no Endeavours) ſo they ſhould earneſtly pray 
unto God to ſend them the Help of his moſt power- 
ful Spirit, according to Chriſt's Promiſe, to enable 
them happily to go through with this ſo great and 
weighty an Undertaking. 


. 


it as well as you are able, and beg of God to give you 


| Years and Condition; and above all, you mult himly 
| purpoſe to live agreeably to that Knowledge of Spi- 


3 AN Sy 
APPENDIX, 
Containing ſome ſhort RULES of Direction, 

to be obſerved for the better receiving of Cox- 
FIRMATION, and for the preſerving and en- 


creaſing of the Holy Spirit in the Confirmed. 
Perſons, &c. | 


F, A foon as Notice is given you of a Confirmation, 
(if you be a Perſon of ſome Years of Diſcre- 


tion, and intend to be Confirmed) labour to put your 
Mind into a pure and heavenly Frame; conſidering 


you are ſeriouſly to take the moſt holy Chriſtian Reli- 


gion upon yourſelf, in ſolemn Manner; and to pro- 


miſe, before God and the Church, that you will en- 
deavour to act and behave yourſelf according to the 
Laws of it all the Days of your Life; and alſo becauſe. 


you expect to be viſited by the holieſt Gueſt, and to 


receive one of the beſt Gifts into your Soul, that 


Chriſt hath promiſed to beſtow on you in this World. 


2. To this End, take care to be very conſtant, in- 


tent, and earneſt in your daily Prayers; and be ſure to 


add fome of the Prayers,, at the End of this Book, to 
your uſual Devotions, if you are not otherwile better 
provided. 


3. Read or ſay over your Catechiſm with much 
Care, and ſtrive to underſtand the great Importance of 


a Knowledge of your Duty to him, ſuitable to your 
ritual Things you have already attained unto, and by 


no Means to allow yourſelf to go on in any Sin againſt 
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your Conſcience; and this very Diſpoſition of Mind 
will fit you for an Increaſe in Grace and Spiritual Un- 
derſtanding. 

4. You ſhould often, both before and after your 
Confirmation, meditate on the Nature and Opera- 
tions, the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, which 
I have briefly hinted at, and deſcribed, to help you in 
ſuch your Meditations. 1 

5 · And if the Perſons to be Confirmed be of ſuffi- 

cient Vears, tis fit they ſhould add ſome Faſting to 
their Prayers, as the Church intimates thofe that are 
baptized in riper Years ought to do. [See the Fir/# 
Rubrick for the Baptiſm of thoſe of riper Years.] And, 
indeed, conſidering that Baptiſm is now generally ad- 
miniſtred to Perſons in their Infancy, tis the more re- 
quifite they ſhould be moſt careful to receive Con- 
frmation with the greater Preparation, when they are 
capable of doing of it. | 
6. When you come to the Church for the receiving 
this Gift of Chriſt, behave yourſelf with all Modeſty 
and Seriouſneſs, and be ſure to be reverently intent on 
the Buſineſs you are about ; join devoutly in all the 
Prayers, mind what is your Part in the holy Office; 
and if you are conſcious to yourſelf, that you come 
to this Ordinance with an honeſt Heart, and firm. 
Purpoſe to fulfil your Part of the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
doubt not but Chriſt will fulfil his Promiſe of giving 
you his holy Spirit to aſſiſt you in that great Work. 

So that when the Office is over, and you are gone 
from the Church, you muſt not; imagine your Work 
is all over, and that you need never think of this Mat- 
ter any more, (as I fear it too often happens) but you: 
muſt remember and conſider, that you have now ſo- 
lemnly taken the great Work of a Chriftian on your- 
felf, and that it muſt be the chief Buſineſs and Concern 

of your whole Life to accompliſh it happily. And 
b this you muſt never expect to do, but by keeping and 
if increaſing in yourſelf that Gift of the Spirit which you 
| have received, to. which Purpoſe all good Rules that 
f are 
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are given for a holy Life do conduce ; but I wilt here 


lay down a few Directions that may bear ſome peculiar 
Reſpect to this Matter in Hand. | 8 | 

1. You ſhould endeayour to keep up a ſettled Will 
and Deſire in your Heart, that all carnal Affections 
may die in you, and that all Things belonging to the 
Spirit _ live and grow in you, as the Church 
prayeth for you at your Baptiſm, and much to the 
ſame Effect are the 3 that are made to God for 
you at your Confirmation; which you ſhould well 
weigh and conſider. 

2. You ſhould often moſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly 
pray to God to give you his Holy Spirit, to continue 
and increaſe the Gifts of it in you, and to grant that 
you may more and more bring forth the Fruits of it 
in your Converſation ; that he would by no Means 
take his holy Spirit frem you ; and you ſhould remem- 
ber, Chriſt hath expreſly taught us, our Heavenly Fa- 
ther is moſt ready to give his holy Spirit to them that aſe 
him, Luke xi. 13. And to this End, you ſhould 
take eſpecial Notice of thoſe Paſlages in the Service of 
our Church, which are to the preſent Purpoſe, and 
reſolve to join in thoſe Petitions moſt affectionately. 
Thus in the Prayer of Abſolution, which is the next 
after the Confeſſion, you pray to God to give you true Re- 
pentance, and his holy Spirit, i. e. to renew in you 
whatſoever hath been decay'd by your late Sins and 
Frailties, c. In the Reſponſes, That God would not 
take his holy Spirit from you. In the Litany, That you 
may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, and that God 
would endue you with the Grace of his holy Spirit, to a- 
mend your Lives according to his holy Word, In the 
Prayer for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, you pray, 
That the Catholick Church may be guided and govern'd by 
God's good Spirit, &c. And in the firſt Collect for the 
Communion-Service, Cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of thy holy Spirit. And as you 
ſhould be careful to put up ſuch ſhort Petitions as theſe 
unto Almighty God with devout Hearts, ſo ſhould 
you 


1 
you frequently make uſe of thoſe Collects which are 
purpoſely compoſed for the begeine the Guidance of 
this good Spirit, and for the increafiag his Gifts and 
Graces in us; and fuch you ſhall meet with at the 
End of this Book. 0% | 

3- You ſhould take great Care alſo, that you do 
riot quench, grieve and drive away this bleſſed Spirit 
from you by any evil Actions; therefore ſtudy to avoid 
all thofe Works which the Apoſtle tiles he Morges of 
the Fleſb, and which he reckons up Gal. v. and which 
ſtand in Oppoſition to the Fruits of the Spirit; par- 
ticularly take heed of Gluttony, 79 and of all 
3 and anclean Practices, of Wrath, Envy, Ma- 
rce, &c. 8 the Spirit of God is a moſt pure, 
loving, gentle, and Dove-like Spirit. And the Apoſtle 
hath taught us, That our Bodies are the Temples of this 
holy Spirit, and that he dioelleth in them, but he will not 
dwell in à polluted Habitatich. And the ſame Apoſtle 
exhorts us, not to be drunken with Wine, wherein is Ex- 
cefs, but to be filled with the Spirit, Eph. v. 18. Where 
tis intimated, if we be uſed to be too much filled with 
— Spirit, we fhall not be much filled with the 
Other. 

4. On the other Side, you ſhould ſincerely endea- 
vour to root and cheriſh in yourſelves the Seeds of thoſe 
Graces which the Apoſtle ſtiles the Fruits of the Spirit, 
and recounts alſo Gal. v. being aſſured that none of 
thoſe do naturally ſpring out of your own corrupt 
Hearts, but are to be ſown and raiſed thence by God's 
holy Spirit, and muſt be nouriſh'd and preſerv'd there 
by his continued Influence, and by your own great 
Gare hd Watchfulneſs. And as you hope ſuch excel- 
lent Fruits ſhould ariſe and proſper in you, you ſhould 
aim to love and delight in thoſe Things that are moſt 
agreeable to the Nature and Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſuch as Works of Purify and Holineſs, of 
Kindneſs and Beneficence; you. ſhould ſtrive to be 
of meek and humble, of innocent and Dove-like Spirits 
in yourſelves, and to comfort, relieve, and cheer up 

the 
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the Spirits of others that are labouring under Troubles and 
Infirmities of any Kind. | 
5. In order to your increaſing in the Spirit, and growing in 
true Religion and Godlineſs, you ſhould endeavour by De- 


grees, and as ſoon as you can, to gain a tolerably good Ap- 


prehenſion of the whole Catechiſm; I mean to have ſome 
diſtinct Knowledge of all the main Parts of it ſettled in your 
Minds, that you may be able to think and meditate upon 


it, even while you are about your daily Buſineſs, and to 
make uſe of it at all times, | - 


Thus you ſhould underſtand the great Deſign and Purpoſe 


of the Covenant of Grace you enter d into with God at your 
Baptiſm, and ratified at your Confirmation; you ſhould avg 
a right and ſound Apprehenſion of the Benefits received, 
and of the Duties to be performed by virtue of that Cove- 
nant ; and be ſenſible alſo of the abfolute Neceſſity that lies 
upon you to perform the Conditions, if -ever you hope to 
receive the Benefits of it. | 

You ſhould underſtand the main Import of every Article 
in the Creed, the Subſtance at leaſt of what 'each Article 
teacheth you to believe concerning God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, concerning the holy Ca- 
tholick Church, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſurrection 
of the Body, and the Life Everlaſting. 

You ſhould know likewiſe what Sins are forbidden, and 
what Duties are enjoined in every one of the Ten Com- 
mandments, that you may be able the more perfectly to 
avoid the former, and to perform the latter. 

The ſame is to be ſaid in reſpect to the Petitions of the 
Lord's-Prayer, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments. 

And tho! it muſt be confeſſed, that the Covenant of Grace, 
the Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Lord's-Prayer, and 
the Doctrine of the Sacraments are in good meaſure explain- 
ed in the Church Catechiſm: Yet if thoſe'large Heads of 
Chriſtian Doctrine were more particularly and diſtinctly ex- 

lained in ſhort Tables added to each of them, and put out 
by Authority, it might be of good Uſe for inſtructing the 


People in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. But cer- 


tainly ſuch a diſtinct and particular Knowledge of thoſe 
Things I have been ſpeaking of, would be very advantageous 
to young Perſons towards their making a Progreſs in Grace, 
berauſe twould fit them to pray at all times with more Un- 
derſtanding and better * to read and hear the. Holy 
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Scriptures and other good Books and Diſcourſes with more 
Judgment, and to better Purpoſe than otherwiſe they will be 
able to do; to examine themſelves the more ſoundly and ra- 
tionally when they come to the Lord's. Supper; to bring up 
their Children in the ſame Knowledge, and the like. 
6thly, and laſtiy: You, ſhould feek by the beſt and moſt 
effectual Ways frequently to ſtir up afreſh this Gift of God 
which is in you, by the putting on of the Biſhop's Hands (as 
the Apoſtle admonitheth Timothy with reſpect to that Gift of 
the Spirit which he received at his Ordination, 2 Tim. i. 6 ) 
the Word there ufed for ſtirring up, is known to be taken 
from the ſtirring, blowing up or any way reviving of Fite 

- aſter'tis 3 or has lain hid in the Aſhes or Embers, that 
it may burn afreſh. | And nothing is more certain, than that 
the Gifts and Graces of God in us, will be apt by Degrees to 
languiſh and decay, as well as the Fire, if they be not fre- 
quently ſtirred up, renew'd, and reviv'd by us ; and this is to 
be done by a greater Watchfulneſs, by a more chearful and 
vigorous Exerciſe, by ſerious reading and hearing of pious 
Diſcourſes, by more deep Meditation on good Things, and 
by more earneſt Prayer than ordinary, and 2 by the 
= receiving of the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's-Sap: 
per, when all theſe Exerciſes ſhould meet together. 

Therefore as you tender the keeping of God's Spirit with 
you, and the growing of it in you, defer not after your Con- 

- tArmation (being ſixteen Years of Age) to receive the Lord's- 
Supper, and then be ſure to do it pretty frequently and de- 
voutly all the Days of your Life ; once a Month where you 
may have it, or at leaſt once a Quarter; but never wilfally 
fail to partake of it three Times in the Year, where you 

__pſually — it no oftner. 

© And it might be of admirable Advantage to you, if you | 
did carefully note down the Day of your Confirmation, and 
every Year on that Day uſe yourſelf to bleſs God for it in a 
more than ordinary Manner, and to pray for the Continu- 
ance and Increaſe of that Grace of God in you; and feri- 
ouſly to examine yourſelf concerning the Ufe you have made 
of it, to ſee how well you have fulfilled the Promiſe you 
then ſo ſolemnly made unto Almighty God ; and where you 
have much failed of your Duty, humble yourſelf for it; beg 
Pardon, and pray the more inftantly for the continuing God's 
Grace to you, and renewing his Spirit in you; and make 

freſh Reſolutions of better Care and Watchfulneſs * the 
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Time to come. Or you may do this at Vis ſontide, which 
is the ſolemn annual Seaſon appointed by the Church for com- 
memorating the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
begging. his Direction and Comfort, 
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Same brief Account of the Nature and Operations of the 
Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit. 


1. 1 HE Holy Ghoſt is in his own Nature the Eternal, 
S Ever-living, All- powerful, Infinitely Wiſe, Active, 
Moſt Holy and Loving Spirit of God the Father, and of 
God the Son, proceeding from them both, in Glory Equal, 
in Majeſty Co-eternal with them both, the Third Perſon in 
the Ever bleſſed and undivided Trinity. | 
2. In his Works and Operations he is the Lord and Giver 


of Life, both Natural and Spiritual, the Teacher of Truth 


and Wiſdom, the Author of all Sanctification, Comfort, Joy, 
Peace, and the Worker of every good Spiritual Gift in us, 
that is neceſſary to make our Life comfortable here, in any 
worldly Condition, and to fit us for Glory hereafter. 

3. His Gifts in particular are ſuch as will make us tru 
@vi/e unto Salvation; and they are commonly reckon'd to be 
theſe Seven, from Ja. xi. 2. 1. The Spirit' of Wiſdom, 
2. Of Underſtanding, 3. Of Counſel, 4. Of Might or Forti- 
tude, 5. Of Knowledge, 6. Of Piety, 7, Of the Fear of the 
Lord ; which may thus be diſtiopuiſhed and underſtood. 

The firſt Beginning and loweſt Degree of this Heavenly 
Wiſdom, which is able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, is 
the Fear of the Lord: See Prov. i. 7. and Prov. ix. v. 10. 
P/al: cxi. 10. Therefore Children ſhould begin to root 
this in their Hearts as ſoon as they are able to know any 
thing of God or Religion ; they ſhould learn to be afraid of 
offending him, who is ſo infinitely able either to bleſs or to 
curſe them, to make them happy or miſerable, both here, 
and hereafter ; and eſpecially to deſtroy them, Body and Soul 
in Hell, Matth. x. 28. | 

2. The next Gift of the Spirit is Piety ; this adds Love 
to Fear, for a Reverential Fear and Love mix'd together, is 
Piety. This inclines us to ſerve God out of a Senſe of his 
Fatherly Goodneſs to us, as we are adopted by him to be 
his. beloved Children in Chriſt ;. and Chriſtian Children 

J2 ſhould: 
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ſhould learn betimes to fear God as their Lord and Sove- 
reign, and to love him as their moſt gracious and tender Fa- 
ther; and this would rightly diſpoſe them for a pious and 
truly Chriſtian Life. .. 1 | 

3. The 34 Gift of the Spirit is Knowledge, 7. e. a Spiri- 
tual Knowledge, the Knowledge of the firſt Great and Fun- 
damental Principles of true Religion, which are neceſſary in 
order to the ſerving God aright and with ſome Underſtand- 
ing; and when Perſons Minds are once piouſly diſpoſed, 
they are fit to attain by Degrees a found Knowledge of 
God's Will, and of all ſuch Things as he hath made neceſ- 
ſary to be known in order to their Salvation. 

The 44 is Fortitude, that is, Spiritual Strength and Cou- 
rage to ſtand to our Duty in the Time of Trial and Temp- 
tation; and when Perſons know their Duty to God in good 
meaſure, the next Thing that is needful for them, is their 
ſtanding ſtedfaſtly to it, amidſt all 8 from their 
Spiritual Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. 

. Counſel. This Gift is to enable Perſons to find out 
and to follow the belt Means and Methods for attaining the 
great End which Religion aims at; 'tis to keep them from 
running themſelves into Errors, Dangers and 'Temptations, 
and to make them ſtand ſafely and ſecurely againſt the Aſ- 
faults of their Spiritual Enemies. | | 

6. Underſtanding. This Gift implies a well-grounded 
Knowledge in Spiritual Matters, and a Mind firmly fixed to 
act prudently according to ſuch ſound Knowledge; and any 
one endowed with this Gift, we rightly call an Underſtand- 
ing Perſon, | 

7. Wiſdom. This is the top Gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
includes in it all the other Six already ſpoken of; and con- 
fiſts in the right underſtanding of the beſt Things, (ſuch as 
relate to the glorifying of God, and the attaining Man's 
true Happineſs), and in a Will fully purpoſed to chuſe ſuch 
Things, and to purſue them reſolutely againſt all. Oppoſi- 
tion, by due and proper Means. | 

Now you ſhould conſider. that the Spirit of God gives 
and works theſe Gifts in Men by Degrees, and by. little and 
little, and to each one in his ſeveral Meaſure ;. and that 
tis for want of theſe Gifts, and through Defects in them, 
that Men fall into any very dangerous Sin or Error : And 
t herefore nothing can be more deſirable in this Life, than a 
good Per ſection in theſe Gifts of the Spirit. And —_ 
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all Reaſon to believe that theſe ſanctify ing Gifts of the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt are given to Men, according to their honeſt Care 
and Diligence in ſeeking and labouring after them by pro- 
per Means. And this ſhould make Chriſtians extremely 
careful to know; and diligent to make uſe of thoſe Means 
which God and his Church have recommended to them for 
the procuring ſuch incomparable Gifts. 

And now I proceed, in the next Place, to diſtinguiſh and 
deſcribe a little the Fruits of the Spirit, as they are reckon'd 
up by the Apoſtle, Ga/. v. 22, 23. and they are tleſe 
Nine, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goed- 
neſs, Faith, Meehneſs, Temperance. ; | | 

For good Reaſon the Firſt of them is Love or Charity, 
becauſe this is the Top of them all, and the Perfection of 
all the reſt; and is tae ſincere Love of God for his own 
ſake, and on the Account of the infinite Excellencies and 
Perſections which are in him, and of the inegimable Bene- 
fits of Creation, Redemption, and SanQification received 
from him, and a rational Love of ourſelves, and of all 
other Men for God's ſake ; and that we may thereby ex- 
preſs our Love and Thankfulneſs to him. And this firſt 
Fruit of the Spirit doth incline Men inwardly and from 
their Hearts to ſeek God's Glory, and the eternal Good of 

V above all Things elſe, for 
theſe are the Effet and End of true Charity ; 8 it 
moves us to deſire that God in all Things may be glorified, 
and that ourſelves and all others may be benefited in every 
thing; and that at the laſt all may receive the _— Be- 
nefit which God hath defigned for Mankind, which is their 
Fternal Salvation. Therefore ſo far as Men want ſuch a 
Deſire, ſo far they are defective in this firſt Fruit of the 
Spirit: This ſtands in Oppoſition to carnal Selfiſhneſs, to 
the Contempt and Neglect of God and Man, and to the 
many other evil Fruits which flow from theſe. 

2dly, Joy: By which is meant that Satis faction and Light- 
ſomneſs of Mind which ariſeth from a Senſe of our having 
done, in ſome meaſure, that which Charity required of us; 
i. e. from having ſincerely expreſſed our Love to God, to 
ourſelves, and to all the World. For when we have a ſure 
and quiet Conſcience by the true Exerciſe of Charity, the 
Joy and Comfort of God's Spirit doth from thence ariſe in 
our Hearts, which is far more refreſhing than what all the 
Enjoyments of this World can afford. The End - this 
'ruit 
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Fruit of the Spirit is to make us ſerve God with Chearfulnefs 
and Alacrity, it hath its Effect upon ourſelves, and others; it 
gives us Encouragement to go on with Delight in the Ways 
of God and our Duty, and it maketh us the better able to 
ive Example to others to follow us in the fame Ways. The 
Foly Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, who were continually un- 
der worldly Troubles and temporal Sorrows, did, no doubt 

very much abound with this bleſſed Fruit of the Spirit; an 
*twas for this Grace eſpecialiy, that the Apoſtle ſo ſolemnly 
bleſſed God, 2 Cor. i. 3. 4. where he ſaith, Bieſed be God, 
even the Father of our * Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Mer- 
cies, and the God of all Comfort, who comforteth us in all ur 
Tribulatian, that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any Trouble, by the Comfort wherewwith wwe ourfelves are 
comforted of God. And then he adds in the next Verſe, 
(ſpeaking Rill of the inward« Joy of the Spirit) For as the 
Sufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our Conſolation, i. e. 
Comfort or Spiritual Joy, aboundeth by Chriſt ; and 'tis in 
and through this Spiritual Joy, that the Kingdom of Chriſt 
beginneth in the Bon of holy. Men here upon Earth, ag 
the Apoſtle intimates, when he ſaith, Rom. xiv. 17. For the 
Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and 
Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. This Grace is of admira- 
ble Uſe to carry us on chearfully and contentedly at leaſt thro! 
all the Afflictions, Troubles, Diſappointments, Loſſes and 
Croſles, and all manner of Calamities and Sufferings that 
we meet with in this Life. For ſo long as Men feel a ſecret 
Satisfaction and Joy within, which is as it were a Kind of v 
Foretaſte of the Eternal Comforts and Joys of Heaven, they 
will far more eaſily bear all the Afflictions which God ſhall 
be pleaſed to lay upon them in this Life, aubich ig but for @ 
7 105 This ſtands in Oppoſition to worldly Carefulneſs or 
licitouſneſs, to Envy, to Sadneſs and Sourneſs of Spirit. 

3. The third Fruit of the Spirit is Peace: This implies 

a Peace within us, and a labouring for Peace without us; 
and a Readineſs. to comply with all reaſonable Terms of 
Peace when offered to us. So that this Peace, as tis a diſtinct 
Fruit of the Spirit, denotes an inward Peace of Conſcience 
ariſing, as the former of Joy, from a Senſe of our having 
in ſome meaſure done our Duty, and ſhewn our Love to God 
and Man; only this Grace of Peace implies a more conti- 
nued and ſettled Habit of Mind than that of Joy ; and there- 
fore Chriſt ſaith to his Apoſtles, when he was about to leave 


them, 
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them, My Peact 1 leave with you, my Peace T give unto you 3 
not as the World giveth, give I unto you, John XIV. 27. 
W hete our Lord ſpeaks of this inward and ſpiritual Peace, 
as of a continuing Thing, which was to laſt and abide with 
them, I ſuppoſe when their Spiritual Joy might not be ſo 
lively in them. But then this Peace doth imply alſo a peace- 
able Diſpoſition of Mind. For they that are at Peace with 
God and their own Conſciences, would willingly be at Peace 
with all the World upon ſuch reaſonable Terms as they are 
always ready to offer, and to accept at leaſt, according to 
their own Apprehenſion of Things. *Tis to the exerciſing 
this Fruit of the Spirit, that the A poſtle exhorts us, when 
he bids us follow Peace with all Men, Heb. xii. 14. and 
that if it be poſſible, and as much as lieth in us, we ſhould 
live peaceably with all Men, Rom. xii. 18. This Fruit of 
the Spirit ſtands in Oppoſition to an unquiet, diſcontented 
and contentious Spirit, that can neither have Peace in itſelf, 
nor keep Peace with others. 1 
4. Long- Suffering: This Grace or Fruit of the Spirit con- 
fiſts in bearing the Injuries and Provocations offered by Men; 
and it enables us to endute with the Weakneſſes and Follies, 
and even with the ſpiteful Carriages of others towards us 
ſometimes. Thus it appears to be a Divine Branch ſpring- 
ing forth from the Heavenly Root of Charity, that, the 
Apoſtle tells us, beareth all Things, endureth all Things, 1 
Cor. xiii, 7. and he faith of himſelf, and other his Com- 
pations in the Goſpel, That they approved themſelves by 


7 ee as well as by other Graces, 2 Cor. vi. 6. and 
he t 


ſeecheth the Ephefians, that they would walk with all 
Lowlineſs and Meekne/5, with Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in Love, Eph. iv. 2. and in ſeveral other Places of 
Holy Scripture this Grace or Fruit of the Spirit is com- 
mended to us; and while we live in this fooliſh, -unreaſon- 
able, ungrate ful, and every way provoking World, there is 
no Grace more neceſſary for us; for this includes Patience, 
and is a Perfection of it, and ſtands in Oppoſition to a Spi- 
Tit eaſily provoked, and ready to make Reſentments, and to 
be diſcompoſed on every ſlight Occaſion. 

5. The next Fruit of the Spirit is Gent/ene/5 ; the origi- 
nal Word is yenso71s, which properly denotes Kindneſs in 
Diſpoſition, expreſſed both in Words and Actions; tis a 
Readineſs of Mind to perform all Kindneſs to others, as 
Ability and Opportunity ſhall ſerve, and as Reaſon — 

truly 
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truly Chriſtian Charity ſhall direct. This Grace -inclineth 
Men to conform themſelves to the Tempers, Humours, and 
all other perhaps troubleſome Qualities and inconvenient 
Circumſtances ob others for their Good, and that we may 
better expreſs our Reſpect and Charity towards them; and 
when this Grace is true and ſincere, and not mixed with 
Hypocriſy and feigned Courteſy, as too oſten it is, it is of 
admirable Uſe for the winning upon all Sorts of People, 
eſpecially on ſuch as have any good Diſpoſitions in them; 
and 'tis a Means of preſerving all from giving needleſs Of- 
fence and Scandal to their Brethren; and on this Account 
tis to be ſought after, and ſhould be ſhewn forth by ever 

ood Chriſtian : 'T'was this Grace that the Apoſtle exerci- 
ed, when in his Carriage he became all Things to all Men, 
that he might by all means ſave ſome, 1 Cor. ix. 22. This 
Grace ſtands in Oppoſition to a ſtiff, ſurly, moroſe, diſ- 
.obliging, rude and ill- natur'd Behaviour. 
6. The next is Goodneſs, Agjallogyrn ; it denotes the Vir- 
tue of Benefaction, the doing Good to, and real conferring 


of Benefits upon others. They who are endowed with this 


Grace are common Bleſſings to the World, becauſe their 
chief Deſign and Buſineſs is to do Good. This Grace was 
moſt eminent in Chriſt while he was upon Earth, executing 
his Prophetical Office; for tho' he lived in a low and mean 
Condition, in reſpect of worldly Things, yet St. Peter teſti- 
fies, That he wwent about doing Good, and healing all that 
vere oppreſſed of the Devil, Acts x. 38. and ſuch was the 
Life of his Apoſtles, tho" they had not much Silver and Gold, 
yet of ſuch as they had, they beflowed freely, and did much 
Good with it, v1z. with their Spiritual Gifts of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, Sc. And hence the Apoſtle could ſay, 
Tho" they were poor, yet making many rich, 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
and if we would be Chriſt's true Followers, and would ſhew 
forth this Fruit of the Spirit, we muſt do Harm to none, 
but ſeek to do Good to all, as we are able, and as true Wil. 
dom ſhall direct. This Grace is oppoſite to Covetouſneſs, 
Niggardlineſs, and Narrowneſs of Mind. 

7. The next is Faith; which here denotes, in all Proba- 
bility, Fidelity or Faithfulneſs: It implies Conſtancy to our 
Words and Promiſes, and Faithfulneſs to our Truſts; and 
Men that are endowed with this Grace, are ſuch, as we ſay, 
may be truſted to, and we may have Confidence in what 
they ſay, or what they engage for. This Grace is of very 


great 
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great Uſe in Religion, as-alſo in all worldly Buſineſs, be- 


cauſe it inclines Men to be true to all their Covenants and 


Engagements they make to God and Man: It ſtands in Op- 
poſition to Inconſtancy, Treacherouſneſs, Falſe Dealing, Oc. 


8. The Eighth is Meekne/5, which denotes Humility, and 
Lowlineſs of Spirit; and it makes thoſe that are endow'd 
with it utterly averſe to Faction and Sedition, to the cauſing 
of Diviſions, broaching of Hereſies, and raiſing of Diſtur- 
bances amongſt Men. This Grace was eſpecially eminent 


in our bleſſed Saviour, and he bids us all to learn of bim, 
for that he was meek and lowly in Heart; and he pronoun- 


ceth a Bleſſing to the poor in Spirit, and to the meek, Matth. 
v. 3, 5. It ſtands in Oppoſition to a proud, reſtleſs, im- 


perious, ſelf-conceited Spirit, that is ever ſeeking for Pre- 


heminence in all Things. 
9. The Ninth and laſt is 7 m_— MWg Ha, Conti- 
nence : It denotes the Virtue. of abſtaining from all unlaw- 


ful bedily or fleſhly Delights, Moderation in Eating and 
Drinking, and ſo it includes both Temperance and Sobriety ; - 


and likewiſe the abſtaining from and bridling all unlawful 
and inordinate Luſts, and thus it comprehends in it Chaſtity 
alſo. It ſtands in Oppoſition to all manner of inordinate 


following after, and undue gratifying the Defires of the 


Fleſh. | 
And now, even from this very ſhort Account of theſe 


Fruits of the Spirit, you may eafily underſtand what is 
meant by them, and how they are diſtingutſhed one from 
another; and how happy Men would be, did they ſeriouſly 
labour to bring forth all theſe bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit, 
inſtead of the oppoſite and quite contrary Works of the 


Fleſh, which do fo much abound in the World. 


And if theſe Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit were in ſome 
good meaſure ſettled in Men's Minds, and did flouriſh in 


their Lives, they would reſtore the loſt Image of God in 


them, and cloathe them with tbe new Man, which after 


God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 
24. i.e. they would make them like unto Chriſt the ſecond 


Adam; aceording to whoſe Image all Chriſtians ſhould ftill - 
labour to be framed more and more, as long as they are in 


this Life, 
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Merciful-God, grant that the Old Adam (in me, and 
() in all Chriſtian People) may be ſo buried, that the 
New. Man may be raiſed up in us Day by Day. Amen. 

__ Grant. that all carnal Affections may die in us, and that 
all Things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in us. 
Amen. by #> | 

Grant that we may have Power and Strength to have 
ViRory, and to triumph againſt the Devil, the World, and 
the Fleſh, Amen, | 

Grant that whoſoever dedicates himſelf willingly and 
ſincerely to Thee, and thy Service, in the Holy Rite of 
Confirmation, (as I purpoſe to do, or as I have done) may 
alſo bs endowed. with Heavenly Virtues, and everlaſtingly 
rewarded, through thy. Mercy, O Bleſſed Lord God, wha 
doſt live and goyern all Things, World without End. Amen. 


—— 
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Prayers to be uſed before and after Confirmation, and at 
other Times, for the procuring and increaſing the 
Gifts and Graces of "God's Hely Spirit in us. 


{The Three firſt may be. uſed before Confirmation. ] | 


Lmighty God,. and my moſt merciful Father, who by 
thy holy Baptiſm haſt made me a Member of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt; and adopted me to be one of. thine own Chil- 
dren, and put me in the right Way. to inherit. thine ever- 
laſling Kingdom of Heaven: I humbly beſeech thee to give 
me (at my Confirmation) ſuch a Gift of thy Holy Spirit, 
that, according to my bounden Duty, I may rightly and 
truly renounce and-withſtand the. Devil and all his Works, 
the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, and all the 
fanful Luſts of the-Fleſh ;. believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and keep thy: holy Will and Command- 
ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of my Life: 
And all this I beg for thy dear Son's ſake, Jeſus Chriſt, my, 
blefled Lord, and Saviour. Amen. 4 


Moſt 
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s Oſt Gracious God, and my Heavenly Father, I give 
| thee humble and hearty Thanks, that thou Faſt 
vouchſafed, at, and in my Baptiſm, to call me to a State of 
Salvation, through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my Saviour; and 
as I do verily think, That J am bound to believe and to do 
as my Godfathers and Godmothers then promiſed for me ; 
ſo I humbly and earneſtly beg of thee, for the ſame our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, to give me (now at my Confir- 
mation) ſo plentiful a Gift of thy Holy Spirit, that I may 
always abide in thy Favoar, and-increaſe in the ſame to my 
Life's End. Amen. | * en 

Efend, O Lord, me thy Servant (and all other thy 

Adopted Children) with thy Heavenly Grace, that 
we may continue thine for ever, and daily increaſe in thy 
Holy Spirit more and more, until we come unto thine 
everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. | 


Theſe Four following may be uſed either before or after 
Confirmation, or at other Times. 


OD, who didſt teach the Hearts of thy faithful 
People, by the ſending to them the Light of thy Holy 
Spirit, grant me, and all who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians, to have a right Judgment in all Things, and 
evermore to rejoice in his holy Comfort, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt Jeſu our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the Unity of the ſame Spirit, one God, World 
without End. Amer. | 


God, foraſmuch as without thee, we are not able to 
pleaſe thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all Things direct and rule our Hearts, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty and Ever- living God, who haſt vquchſafed to 

' Regenerate me thy Servant by Water. and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and haſt given unto me Forgiveneſs of all my Sins, 
ſtrengthen me, 1 beſeech thee, O Lord, with the Hol 
Ghoſt the Comforter, and daily increaſe in me thy mani- 
fold Gifts of Grace, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
fanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Ghoſtly: Strength; the 
Spirit of Knowledge, and true Godlineſs ; and fill me, O 
Lord, with the Spirit of thy holy Fear, now, and for 


ever. Amen, 
Almighty 
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A Lmighty God, I being ſenſible, by thy Grace] that 
34 no good and wholſome Fruit can grow out of our awn 
Natures, . without the bleſſed Influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
do moſt humbly beſeech thee to give and continue to me, 
and to all Chriſtian People, - ſuch Portions of that thy gra- 
cious Spirit, as may enable and incline us to bring Prth 
more and more the Heavenly Fruits of Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meeknefs, 
Temperance, to the ſetting forth of thy Honour and Glo- 
ry, and the- increaſing our Happineſs both here and here- 
after, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, | 


TDhbeſe following to be uſed after Confirmation. 
| Merciful Father, I give thee moſt humble and hearty 
Thanks, that thou haſt been pleaſed (now at my 
Contirmation) to make me a. Partaker of that Heavenly 
Gift of thy Holy Spirit, which thou didſt promiſe by thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, that they that did believe on him ſhould 
receive; and 'which by Prayer, and the laying on of his 
Apoſtles Hands (for an Example to thy Church) thou didſt 
beſtow on the firſt faithful Chriſtians; I heartily beg of 
thee, that I, and all others, who have been Confirmed, 
may always ſincerely endeavour to walk worthy of this glo- 
rious Blefling ; that we may never do any thing that may 
quench or grieve this Holy Spirit: And to that End, let 
thy Fatherly Hand, I beſeech thee, ever be over us; let 


this thy Sanctify ing Spirit ever be with us; and ſo lead us in 


the Knowledge and Obedience of thy Word, that in the 
End we may obtain Everlaſting Life, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth, 
and reigneth, ever one God, World without End. Amen. 


() beſeech thee, to direct, ſanctifſy and govern both our 
Hearts and Bodies in the Ways of thy Laws, and in the 
Works of thy Commandments, that thro'.thy moſt mighty 
Protection, both here, and ever, we may be preſerved in 
Body and Soul, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Amen. | 
The Bleſſing of Gad Almighty, the Father, the San, and the 


Holy Gbeſi, be upon me, and upon all the Member 1 of 
the Church, and remain with us for ever." Amen. 


Almighty Lord, and Everlaſting God, vouchſafe, we 


